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According to liturgical time, we are in between Jesus’ ascension and the Day of Pentecost.  

Ascension Day was Thursday.  Jesus has taken His seat at the right hand of the Father.  Christ 

fills the universe with His power and governs it for the sake of His Church.  Ten days after the 

Ascension, fifty days after Easter, the Holy Spirit will come down upon the apostles and they 

will preach a unifying message.  The Gospel will be miraculously preached so that people of 

every culture will hear it in their own native tongue.  It will go out to Jew and Gentile, slave and 

free, male and female, and bring them into Christ’s body, the Church. 

 

In this in between time, we have as our gospel reading the high priestly prayer of Jesus.  This is 

especially appropriate because at Jesus’ Ascension, He became the priestly mediator between 

God and man.  He presents us to the Father cleansed of sin, covered in His righteousness and 

gives us access to the Father’s kingdom.  Because in Christ, God and man are united in heaven, 

we are able to have unity with God by faith.  Pentecost, which we will celebrate next week, is a 

remembrance of the giving of that unity to the Church by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Thus, a talk about ascension is often a talk about unity.  Jesus, considering His departure, prayed 

for unity.  St. Paul, when teaching the Ephesians (in chapter 4) about having unity in Christ, 

inevitably talked about Jesus’ ascension.  Having ascended and filling all things, Christ calls all 

kinds of people into His body and equips them for various kinds of service, so that the whole 
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body, the whole Church, would be built up.  In Christ, because of His kingship in heaven, the 

whole body holds together and grows in love. 

 

This is especially significant to remember in a world of disunity.  All over the country people are 

racially, socially, and politically divided.  So many families are broken and a sense of 

community is lost.  How many times have you had a cookout with your neighbors?  How often 

do you even talk with your neighbors?  How many families have remained intact?  People are 

searching for the community which was lost.  In doing so, they naturally gravitate toward others 

that are like themselves – personalities they get along with, people who have shared interests and 

backgrounds, or people at work who have a similar set of skills.  On social media that is 

exaggerated.  You only hear and follow the people and opinions you want to follow.  Studies 

show that Americans are lonelier than ever and this, in part, because of social media.  There is a 

longing for true community, a place where a wide variety of people support each other and work 

together with a common goal.   

 

It is really a longing for the Church, although most people don’t realize it.  Where else can 

Democrats and Republicans, people of every race, social class, education level, age, and ability, 

kneel side-by-side?  Because we have a religion of grace, salvation doesn’t depend at all upon a 

person’s make-up.  It’s cross-cultural and leaps over every boundary.  It even unites the dead 

with the living.  The Christian Church, in heaven and on earth, is one. 

 

We are made one in Christ, by the same Spirit.  “There is one body and one Spirit – just as 

you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call – one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
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one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” – again from 

Ephesians 4.  Our unity comes from all of us being cleansed from sin and united with one God.  

We all have the same need: the forgiveness which comes through Jesus’ death on the cross.  We 

are all baptized into the same body.  Because God cannot be divided, we have one faith through 

the Word He has given us. 

 

This unity is cultivated here in Word and Sacrament, where we are taught and receive the same 

gifts from God and respond together with prayer and praise.  This unity is put into practice 

outside the sanctuary, in the brotherly love we show to one another.  We not only worship 

together, but share each other’s joys and sorrows.  There should be no needs of our members that 

aren’t met, whether through encouragement and prayer or material support for their physical 

wellbeing.  In the early church they even shared their properties and possessions and made sure 

that their poor, widows, orphans, and others who might be suffering without community would 

be supported by God’s family.  We are to treat each other the way we would our close relatives. 

 

This Christian community should stand out to the world as something different and better from 

what the world offers.  Government can’t unite a nation, let alone the world.  Social clubs and 

other institutions can play a small part.  But nothing is compared to the brotherhood of believers 

around the world united eternally in Christ.  Jesus prayed that His followers “may become 

perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you 

loved me.”  Our unity as a Church is a profound witness to a world longing for it. 
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That being said – you may already be thinking – how well do we show it?  How many members 

are there who regularly attend that you don’t know?  Do the folks who attend Sunday know the 

Saturday-nighters and vice versa?  How often do you make an effort to get to know newcomers?  

Do you see or work with any members outside of weekly worship?  Do you let needs of our 

members go unmet?   

 

Especially in this age where we are so busy and disconnected from others, we need to make a 

conscious effort to love each other as our own family.  Be the first to ask if you can help.  Talk 

with someone with whom you are not familiar.  And young people, please, put down your 

headphones and screens when you are with others.  You might be more comfortable on them, but 

you will be lonelier.  Get to know the older people of the congregation and learn from them.  

And those of you who are older should make a point to mentor the younger.  And if you don’t 

see someone in church for a while, check on them and ask how they are doing.  Every member of 

this congregation is responsible for showing our unity in Christ. 

 

This unity which we have in Christ should also make us more loving and welcoming to 

outsiders.  Through our compassion, generosity, and humble service to all, we should give 

people a taste of what this Christian community is like and the kind of God we have.  We want 

the love we have in Christ to be made known to them.  To help in this endeavor, we have some 

perfect activities to show Christ’s community in action with Gather at Gardena and Vacation 

Bible School.  These both foster the Church community and offer this community to others. 
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Church isn’t a one day a week thing.  You are a member of Christ’s body every day and every 

moment.  Everything you do at home, in your community, and at work, you do as one who is 

united to Christ and His Church.  Either you reflect His love or you betray Him by your lack of 

love.  For this reason, it is important that we end up back in the sanctuary every week.  We can’t 

do this alone.  We often fail at this task.  If we don’t abide in Christ we will fall apart as His 

body.  We come broken and in need of forgiveness to the One who prayed for our unity and won 

it with His cross.  All the sins of mankind were brought together in the body of Jesus so that an 

equal share of His righteousness, innocence, and blessedness would come to us.  We, who are 

united in Christ’s death, will be united in His life. 

 

As a testament to this, Jesus invites you to His Supper, that, confessing the same faith, we would 

eat of His one body and drink of His blood.  We drink from the same cup because we have the 

same need and receive the same Christ.  Wherever Christ is, heaven and earth are united.  His 

heavenly body is in us and we are in Him, that we would be strengthened in faith and in our 

service to Christ. 

 

One of the saddest results of this sinful world is that even the Christian church on earth is 

divided.  This is especially obvious when we cannot all commune together due to divisions over 

God’s Word.  Nor can we share a pulpit with those outside our confession.  Thus, there is a 

hidden nature to our unity as the Church.  Because it is the preaching of the Gospel which gives 

true unity, we cannot allow God’s Word to be divided by allowing false teachings to creep in.  

God’s Word is our salvation.  But, we fully acknowledge that the unity which Christ has given 

His Church crosses denominational lines to all who put their trust in Him alone for salvation.  
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Ephesians 4 doesn’t divide the body into denominations because to do so would be to divide 

Christ Himself.  Nor does Jesus’ prayer for unity go unfulfilled.  There are many who, despite 

the false doctrines in their churches, have true saving faith in Jesus Christ and thus, unity with all 

believers.   

 

Since Christ desires that we be one, we strive in this life toward unity with our Christian brothers 

and sisters by finding unity in Christ’s teachings.  We converse about the faith and desire all to 

receive the whole counsel of God.  And while we do this at the ground level, our church leaders 

are doing it at the top, so that even whole denominations have joined fellowship with us.  We 

love all and look down on no one, for what have we done to deserve this Gospel?  We are all 

beggars in need of grace. 

 

There is only one spiritual communion in Jesus Christ and we look with joyful hope to the future 

glory, when all divisions will end and there will only be one visible, holy Church.  That is 

contrary to the Lutheran joke about heaven, where St. Peter is giving a tour of heaven to 

newcomers and he points out the various groups of Christians, but then tells the group that they 

have to be vary quiet when they pass this one room.  From the room they could hear loud, almost 

obnoxious, hymn singing.  As they peeked into the room, St. Peter whispered to the group, 

“Shhh… we don’t want them to hear us.  These are the Lutherans.  They think they’re the only 

ones here.” 

 

What joy we will find when we are delivered from this lonely world of divisions!  Christ Himself 

is also looking forward to that day.  Jesus said, “Father, I desire that they also, whom you 
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have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me.”  Our 

oneness will be made perfect in heaven after every power and earthly kingdom crumbles under 

the feet of our ascended Lord and the prince of hatred, schism, and discord is thrown into hell.  

There we will all share the same joyful worship in the same Spirit the same Lord.  Let us give a 

preview of this glory to come in the unity and love we show one another.  Amen. 


