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Before I begin talking about the main topic of my sermon, that is, the preaching of repentance 

and forgiveness of sins, I feel obligated every Ascension Day to explain to you the significance 

of this day.  While the world celebrates Christmas and Easter, albeit for the wrong reasons, the 

world does not recognize this day as significant at all.  I don’t think most people know this day 

exists.  Perhaps this is because, while the world can put their spin on Christmas and Easter, 

Ascension would be a lot harder to do.  To recognize the Ascension of Jesus is to recognize Jesus 

as the Son of God, who has all power and authority over us, which, of course, the unbelieving 

world does not want to do.  But the fact that “He ascended into heaven” is a part of our creed, 

means that this is a doctrine apart from which there is no salvation.  Therefore, we must learn 

and confess it. 

 

After Jesus rose from the dead, He appeared to His disciples for forty days.  On this fortieth day, 

Jesus gave His last words and ascended into heaven.  Jesus’ Ascension is important for the 

following reasons.  First, when Jesus ascended, He was given all power and authority and 

therefore is able to govern all things for the good of His Church and the spreading of His 

kingdom.  At God’s right hand, Jesus mediates between us and the Father, enabling us to 

approach Him with our needs and receive His gracious answer.  Secondly, because of this power 

and governance, Jesus is able to be personally, bodily present with the whole Christian Church 

everywhere in His Word and Sacraments, for our salvation.  Most especially we recognize this 

when we receive His true body and blood in Holy Communion.  For a mere man, it is impossible 
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to be present in the body everywhere, but the glorified, ascended Christ is able to do just that.  

Thirdly, after Jesus ascended, He gave His Holy Spirit to be more fully active in His Church for 

the increase of His kingdom.  Jesus said, “Unless I go, the Holy Spirit will not come to you.”  

Finally, because in Jesus, man is united with God in heaven, we who are baptized into Christ’s 

body have the joyful hope in our own ascension into heaven after our resurrection.  

 

On this Ascension Day, we joyfully recognize Jesus as our Lord and the giver of a kingdom 

better than any other.  Any other ruler who wanted world domination did so through lots and lots 

of bloodshed and oppression.  It would be a fair assumption that any man aspiring to spread his 

kingdom to all nations would be a greedy tyrant.  But look with joy at this new king!  He is 

nothing like the ones we’ve had in the past.  Jesus Christ desires nothing for Himself, but wishes 

for the whole world to be saved from sin and death.  Christ doesn’t need or want your taxes, 

property, or glory.  After all, what glory could we give the Son of God that He does not already 

have?  This King wants to give you His wealth, property, and glory!   

 

Thus, the only blood He shed was His own.  The blood of sinners would do no good for us or 

God.  But the blood of the holy, innocent Christ, atones for the whole human race.  By the blood 

of this King, all the world is purchased and won, and every evil power falls.  Thus, the kingdoms 

of earth wage bloody wars against each other for power and protection, but the Church does not 

lift up the sword against its enemies.  Instead, the Church uses a peacemaking weapon, far more 

powerful than military might, and one that brings joy instead of sorrow. 
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Christ’s reign is spread by the sword of His Word.  What a funny way to bring about a kingdom!  

He sends out eleven beggars to do the work of four-star generals with nothing but His Word in 

their hearts!  A small group of fisherman and a tax collector, who have already shown many 

weaknesses and doubts, are responsible for spreading the reign of Christ to every corner of the 

earth.  But ten days after the Ascension, on Pentecost, this little group of followers is given the 

Holy Spirit, by whose power they will conquer many kingdoms, humbling rulers and exalting the 

lowly.  Now there is no land on earth that has not heard of this King and kingdom. 

 

Jesus said, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 

the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to 

all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”  These two things contain all the power of Jesus’ 

death, resurrection, and ascension: the preaching of repentance and forgiveness of sins.  If one of 

these two is missing, preaching will become impotent and salvation is lost. 

 

By “repentance” Christ meant that we should preach the law to convict people of their sins and 

make them want to turn away from them.  We should be aware that sin cuts us off from God and 

brings us under condemnation.  By “forgiveness of sins” Christ meant that we would proclaim 

that Jesus’ death fully paid for their sins.  By His grace alone we are reconciled to God and are 

called to be His children.  Repentance alone cannot lead to salvation because it only convicts our 

hearts, but doesn’t give faith in Christ’s forgiveness.  Proclaiming a forgiveness alone will not 

save because without the law to convict, we will be still convinced that we’re doing alright on 

our own and have no need for Christ. 
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And yet many Christian churches desire to be rid of one or the other.  Some, out of the fear of 

“cheap grace” or because they believe they’ve already attained forgiveness and no longer need it, 

preach only repentance, (By repentance, in this case, I mean the law, which is supposed to lead 

to repentance).  Some churches fill their teaching with life goals and step programs and advice 

for happy living, thinking that we’ve moved beyond forgiveness of sins and no longer need to 

hear it.  It gives people hope and satisfaction in their works (or despair if they fail to achieve it), 

but not a hope and satisfaction in what Christ has done for them by His grace.  Others preach 

terrifying fire and brimstone warnings, condemning the whole world to hell if they don’t shape 

up.  They rightly point out the sins of the world and the reality of judgment, but they act as 

though repentance preaching alone will bring people – perhaps out of pure fear – to believing in 

Christ.  But neither feel-good works righteousness nor terrifying obedience leads to salvation.   

 

Other Christian churches preach a kind of empty forgiveness without repentance.  They believe 

the gospel has freed them to think and act however they like.  Love is the essence of their gospel, 

defined by them as acceptance of everyone and everything.  These churches hold “pride” 

services to celebrate sin and flaunt unrighteousness, somehow missing the irony of the use of the 

word “pride” to describe a service of Christ, who blesses the meek and humble.  Some preachers, 

all tattooed up and with a hundred piercings cuss into the microphone and boast about how 

wretched a sinner they are.  But unrepentant, unholy living is a sign that a person does not have 

Christ or His Gospel.  You can only serve one master.  Christ or the flesh.  Not both.   

 

A message of forgiveness without repentance or repentance without forgiveness is a message 

devoid of all power and unable to save anyone.  It is, in fact, a tool of the devil to increase his 
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own kingdom.  But when both are together, they bring the whole gracious kingdom of Christ 

with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

It is a great challenge for us to uphold this confession, especially since we have the tendency in 

our flesh to prefer one without the other.  When we are doing good works, we have a tendency to 

put our trust in them and look down on others who aren’t doing so well.  When we sin, we have a 

tendency to downplay it and make excuses for it.  We want repentance as a means to exalt 

ourselves or forgiveness as a license to live as we please.  Thanks be to God we have a gracious 

King in Jesus Christ.  A tyrant of this world would’ve subdued us with brutal oppression – and 

we deserve such a king!  We have certainly done nothing to merit anything but the kingdom of 

the devil.  Yet, our King, with all His power does not deal with us that way.  He speaks to us 

with the gentleness of His Word.  He graciously invites us to know His forgiveness and that He 

has merited everything necessary for our life and eternal salvation. 

 

Let us joyfully put our trust in His Word, who sits at God’s right hand.  Proclaim it and teach it 

to your families.  Invite your friends and neighbors to hear it.  Though the power of God’s Word 

is hidden, it is no less powerful.  The Word is clothed with power from on high.  And we will see 

that power when Christ returns and with one command, raises us up from the grave to reign in 

life with Him forever.  Amen. 

 


