
1 

 

Rev. David R. Solum 

The Day of Pentecost 

June 8 & 9, 2019 

Immanuel Lutheran, Michigan City 

Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21 

 

 

How proud and confident Nimrod and his company must’ve been!  I’m sure they had the very 

best architects and most skilled builders.  They had the willpower, strength, money, materials, 

and skill to make the grandest city and tower that the world had ever known.  Like the children 

of Cain, these were men of renown, giants of the world, who conquered wherever they went and 

built large civilizations.  Who could stand in their way?  They would reach the heavens with their 

might!  Not even God would be able to scatter them from their fortifications!  …Or so they 

thought. 

 

The human heart is prone to constructing its own towers to heaven.  Brick upon brick it builds… 

It’s about achievement and following your dreams.  It’s about doing what you want to do, the 

pursuit of happiness.  It’s independence and self-reliance.  You build up as much as you are able 

with wealth and possessions, knowledge, influence, and friends.  Let no one question you or 

correct you.  Let no one stand in the way of your achievements or happiness.  You do what you 

think is right and let everyone else do what they think is right.  Outrage, self-justification, and 

moral high ground protect you from those who might try to interfere. 

 

Babel wasn’t about having a tall building.  I’m pretty sure the tower of Babel would’ve paled in 

comparison to many high rises in Chicago.  Neither are our towers about wealth and the other 

things in and of themselves.  It is about having a love for this life, trusting in one’s own strength, 

and fearing only that one might lose these things.  We build prideful towers out of the delusion 
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that we can live our own lives apart from God’s Word.  But it is by the Holy Spirit through the 

Word of God that the world was created and by that same Spirit we are reborn.  The Spirit gives 

us life from God and calls us to share that life with others.  We are to hate this life in comparison 

to our love for God and our neighbor.  Jesus said, “Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 

hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” 

 

In order to have true life and life eternally, our towers must crumble before the Lord.  And God 

does this on a regular basis.  One way or another, God prevents what is going to be built or 

destroys what has been built by humbling us with many sufferings.  St. Paul wrote in 2 

Corinthians 12:7, “To keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness 

of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh.”  St. Paul was humbled by suffering, so 

that he would know God’s strength and put his trust in him.  Through rebuke and correction, 

calamity, illness, or sufferings in other forms, the Lord suppresses and destroys the desires of the 

flesh.  He scatters the things we might idolize so that we would not think we are reaching heaven 

by our towers.   

 

The Lord does this because He actually wants us to reach heaven.  He wants us to live eternally 

with Him.  If the towers of our hearts are left in ruins, the Spirit will lead us to the only tower left 

standing, our Lord Jesus Christ.  By His cross, we reach heaven.  Brick by brick, He constructed 

a tower to heaven, by becoming man and whole heartedly serving the Father, by His baptism, by 

healings, preaching, forgiving, by the shedding of His holy precious blood and by His innocent 

suffering and death.  Christ renounced the idols of this world and hated His life for our lives’ 
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sake.  On the cross Christ offered up His pure and holy life for our sins, so that with His 

resurrection and ascension, Christ took sin and death captive and bids us to follow Him. 

 

Our problem is that we cannot do that by our own reason or strength.  We cannot come to God or 

know Him.  Humanity has been scattered from God’s presence because of sin and is utterly 

incapable and unwilling to return.  How loving and gracious the Lord must be to even want us to 

return!  And so, one more thing had to happen after Jesus ascended.  He had to give the Holy 

Spirit to the world to gather many peoples into the one holy Christian Church.  After Christ’s 

tower was completed, the Holy Spirit came to bring an end to confusion and unbelief.  He caused 

the many different peoples to become one again by enabling the apostles that Pentecost Day to 

preach in all the languages of the world the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Through God’s Word, the 

Spirit created a new heart in many peoples and brought them to Christ to ascend His tower by 

Baptism, preaching, and the Lord’s Supper, the gifts which bring Christ’s atoning sacrifice to us. 

 

Let us renounce this world and ascent Christ’s tower together!  Correct those who still trust in 

their strength and works, and let your lives point to Christ as the only source of life and 

salvation.  Let us celebrate the joy of Pentecost, that heaven and earth are bridged together in 

Christ and the way is paved for us to eternal life!  Amen. 

 


