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“Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth?” 

 

I can just hear the thoughts of Jesus’ disciples: “Um…yeah Jesus.  That’s exactly what the Christ 

is supposed to do!”  The lion is supposed to lie down with the lamb!  The Christ is supposed to 

be king and all the nations will gather to Him.  Didn’t Zechariah sing that John, the forerunner of 

Christ, would guide our feet into the way of peace?  Didn’t the infant Jesus allow Simeon to 

“depart in peace”?  Didn’t the angels sing “Peace on earth” to the shepherds, these exact words 

that Jesus now appears to be disavowing? 

 

These words fly in the face of the familiar, friendly, peace-loving, soft-hearted, warm and fuzzy 

Jesus that we love.  These words are conveniently absent from docudramas about Jesus.  They 

are not quoted by the social justice crusaders, who like to use the Bible for whatever their 

agenda.  The words are forgotten by the non-church goer living in sin who love the convenient, 

carefree “God of love” who passively lets them do what they want without fear of judgment.  

They are conveniently forgotten by us toothless, cowardly Christians who just want to avoid all 

discomfort and inconvenience allowing for a “live and let live” laissez-faire.  

 

Martin Luther in the beginning had the naïve thought that once the pure, unadulterated Gospel 

was preached, Christians would easily abandon the pope, return to church, and go to confession 
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in joyful repentance.  He thought that the new found freedom from the burden of the law would 

be gladly accepted by most people.  He thought that the Jews would finally be converted.  

Instead the church was more divided than ever.  Families split up, Christians were martyred by 

the very church which was supposed to support the Gospel, and, after he died, there were many 

decades of wars fought.  The Jews, the Pope, most of Christendom and the world still rejected 

the Gospel, and more false teachers were popping up than ever. 

 

We shouldn’t be surprised by this.  Jesus is warning us with these words that this should be 

expected.  And if you know your Bibles well, you would see that from the very beginning the 

Gospel has divided us.  It caused Cain to kill Abel.  It pitted the world against Noah, Sodom and 

Gomorrah against Abraham and Lot, Esau against Jacob, Jacobs’ sons against their brother 

Joseph, and the people of Israel against Moses.  The Gospel caused the prophets to be stoned by 

their own people and the people of Israel to be hated and persecuted by the nations of the world. 

 

Don’t expect that when the God of Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and the prophets comes down, 

that suddenly all the families of the world are going to come together and sing “kum ba ya.”  The 

Gospel divides.  Jesus Himself will be kicked out of His hometown and rejected by His family.  

He will be abandoned by the disciples and crucified by His own people.  Christians afterword 

will be kicked out of the synagogues, shunned by their families, divorced by husbands and 

abandoned by their wives.  Their children will hate them.  They will lose their homes and be 

outcasts from society ...All because of Jesus. 
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I had someone very recently say to me what a shame it is that there are so many Christian 

churches out there divided from one another.  That person’s solution?  He divided himself from 

the Church.  He became a church unto himself.  I hope you can see the irony there!  There’s 

nothing more divisive for Christianity than Christians who refuse to go to church.  They become 

their own preachers and teachers and develop their own theology.  And when you preach to 

yourself apart from any church, it’s pretty easy and convenient to make the Gospel into whatever 

you want it to be. 

 

The true Gospel isn’t convenient though.  It makes Jesus Christ the Lord of His Church, which 

means we must listen and obey.  The Gospel comes at a cost.  It calls us to take up our cross and 

follow Jesus, even where we do not want to go into rejection and suffering and sacrificial giving.  

Christ calls us to submit to God, repent of sin, and serve him alone.  But our flesh does not want 

that one bit.  Original sin in us all stirs up feelings of resentment and rebellion.  We want 

Christianity without a cross.  So many choose to reinterpret the Gospel to suit their own purposes 

or reject it altogether.  Not only so, but Satan will surely attack everyone who has the Gospel.  

Jesus Christ has defeated the devil with His cross, so that wherever the Gospel is preached and 

people are baptized and believe, the devil is cast off of his throne and we are placed under the 

authority and power of Christ.  Under His protection and by His grace, Satan cannot be our 

master.  So, the devil opposes the Gospel with whatever means he can use: false teaching, 

persecution, and all kinds of pain and sorrow, anything to take his throne back.  Wherever Christ 

is with His gifts, there is the devil doing everything he can to divide and stir up strife.   
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So, you see that Jesus isn’t the maker of the division, nor does he want division.  But His 

coming, both then and now through His Word brings division because it is hated by the world 

and the devil.  With these words of our Gospel reading, Jesus tells us not to be surprised or 

scandalized by the division He brings, even in the Christian church.  The devil stirs up and sends 

out false teachers who do not listen to the counsel of God.  And many with itching ears, wanting 

to please themselves, listen.  But we are to remain steadfast in His Word even if it causes us 

sorrow and we are looked down upon and we lose the things we like and people we love.  We 

should treasure this gift above every other because it is the proclamation of the forgiveness of 

sins, which releases us from our bondage to sin and death and the devil. 

  

And that is the peace which Jesus came to bring.  He did not come to bring political or social 

peace or even peace in our own families.  If we have it, praise God!  He gives us much more than 

we deserve by His fatherly goodness and mercy.  But if we don’t have it, praise God!  What we 

do have is far better.  Jesus also said, “I did not come to judge the world but to save the 

world.”  Our sins, which drove a wedge between us and God are washed away.  We are reunited 

with God and have His eternal, almighty, gracious, divine favor.  What good would it be to have 

everything in the world, but still enter into eternal hell?  We have been saved from the judgment 

we deserve and the division we have caused.  We have peace with God. 

 

When Jesus said, “I came to cast fire on the earth,” that fire was not for you.  It was the fire of 

God’s wrath on the cross.  That was Christ’s baptism.  His was one of judgment so that yours 

would be one of salvation.  His was fire; yours is water.  And He was in great distress for its 

completion, not just so that He could get it over with, but so that everything for your salvation 
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would be accomplished.  And in order to do so, Christ had to face a division that you, because of 

His grace, will never have to face.  God the Father abandoned His Son because of our sins and 

allowed His wrath to be poured out.  And in doing so, the world was reconciled to God. 

 

So you see, we don’t want a soft, warm and fuzzy, “kum ba ya” Jesus anyway.  That’s not the 

kind of Savior who would stretch out His hands on the cross and bravely suffer God’s wrath for 

our sins.  That’s not the kind of Savior who can cast out demons and crush the devil’s head.  

That’s not the kind of Savior who would wage war against sin, death, and the devil and drag 

them down to hell, and who will come back for us in glory and lead us triumphantly home to 

enjoy the spoils of His war, the treasures of heaven and life everlasting.  Our Christ fights for us 

and with us against the evil foe.  And He will crush his enemies on the Day of Judgment and that 

great divider Satan will be thrown into a lake of fire eternally.  Sin and death will be no more, 

never to divide God’s saints again.  And He will unite heaven and earth, and all the saints of God 

into one perfect, visible, eternal Church of God.  This Christ, our risen Lord and Savior Jesus, 

our triumphant King, is the one who leads us to everlasting peace.  Amen. 

 


