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The lawyer in Luke 10 wanted an easy way out.  He wanted a specific work to fulfill.  What kind 

of person do I need to love to have eternal life?  What exactly do I need to do?  But the lawyer 

didn’t know what love is or its purpose.  He saw “love” as simply a means to an end: his own 

benefit.  If that were true about love, the lawyer would be a perfect man.  He followed the 

commandments since his youth.  He probably tithed, gave to the poor, and avoided doing harm 

to his neighbor.  If you knew him, you’d call him a good, Christian man.  And yet Jesus knew his 

heart, that he did not have love or know what love is.  The lawyer was as good as dead, incapable 

of saving himself.  So, Jesus, who truly loved the man, gave him a parable to teach him about 

love. 

 

Jesus could’ve made this parable a lot simpler if it was just a matter of teaching the man to show 

mercy to people he normally wouldn’t.  Jesus could’ve made the man who fell among robbers a 

Samaritan and the one who helped him a good, upstanding Jew, like a Pharisee.  This would’ve 

easily made the point that the lawyer should see any person in need, even those he might want to 

avoid, as a neighbor who needs his love.  Instead, Jesus made the parable very difficult for the 

lawyer.  Either the lawyer had to see himself as a despicable Samaritan, or as the unloving priest 

or Levite, or as the half dead man, bleeding out on the road.  There was certainly no opportunity 

for the lawyer to feel good about himself in the parable!  But Jesus didn’t want the lawyer to 

remain the same person with a few added things to check of his “to do” list.  Jesus wanted to 
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change the man inside and out so that he would repent and know true Christian charity which 

beings and ends with the kingdom of God. 

 

You cannot fulfill the law of love by simply obeying a command or having pity on someone.  

Even unbelievers give to charities, or feel bad for someone and help them.  Unbelievers serve 

their neighbor.  It’s not like charity didn’t exist before Christianity came along.  But Christianity 

gave a different motivation, method, and purpose for charity. 

 

Did you notice that the only person Jesus didn’t identify in the parable was the man who fell 

among robbers (I suppose with the exception of the innkeeper, who has a pretty insignificant role 

in the parable)?  The man who was beat up is just “a certain man.”  He could be anyone, Jew, 

Gentile, Samaritan, you or me.  There was no distinction between Jew or Gentile, male or 

female, when one travelled down dangerous roads in those days.  Anyone in a vulnerable 

position on the road could be robbed.  That’s why people often travelled in groups in those days.  

Likewise, our enemies – sin, death, and the devil – do not distinguish between persons.  They 

afflict everyone.  We are, without Christ, as good as dead people.  We cannot know God or come 

to Him.  We cannot have life in Him.  The world leaves us helpless, left for dead.  And no person 

can or will save us except Jesus Christ.   

 

Along comes Jesus, rejected by both Samaritans and Jews, and has compassion on us.  Notice 

that in the parable of the “Good Samaritan” the Samaritan is actually never called “good.”  

That’s just a title we gave to the parable later.  The emphasis is not on the Samaritan who is just 

being a good person.  There’s a lot of good people out there, including the lawyer.  No, you 
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might better call the parable, “The Compassionate Samaritan,” since the Samaritan is described 

as having compassion.  The word for “compassion” in the Greek means literally the moving of 

your guts.  It denotes an unbearable, gut-wrenching desire, in this case, a desire to show mercy to 

someone.  That is the kind of love Jesus has for us.  It is a desire to show mercy.  Christ will stop 

at nothing to bind our wounds and save our lives. 

 

All Christian charity begins with Christ.  If we cannot see ourselves as the beat-up man of the 

parable, we will not be able to show Christian mercy to others.  As St. John writes, “Beloved, let 

us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 

knows God.”  Christ is the motivation for Christian charity.  We recognize that we were nothing 

but miserable, pitiful, condemned, sinners when Christ found us.  There was nothing in us that 

Christ desired, nothing that we could attract Him, when Christ saw us.  The prophet Ezekiel 

makes this image even more graphic.  We were like an unwanted, baby cast into a field, and 

wallowing in our own blood.  So much for “God helps those who help themselves!”  Jesus saw 

us and had a gut-wrenching love for us.  He pitied us and cleansed us with His own shedding of 

blood.  He paid the price for our lives so that we would not only be spared from sin and death, 

but even become holy children of the Most High God. 

 

Christ and Christ alone is the motivation for Christian charity.  It comes from being loved by 

God through Jesus Christ, from being a charity case ourselves, and receiving the highest, most 

precious treasures from God when we were nothing but dust.  “By this we know love,” St. John 

writes, “that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brothers.” 
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If Christ is the motivation for our love, then we are to love all people – those who hurt us, those 

whom we can’t stand, those different from us – all kinds of people whom we might have a 

difficult time loving.  We are not to become annoyed by the poor, or make judgements, or think 

about what they do or don’t deserve.  Imagine if that was the kind of “compassion” God had for 

us!  For example, regardless of your political position on illegal immigration and how to deal 

with the problem, that should not change your compassion for those who have crossed our 

borders legally or illegally.  Whoever is in need, whether because of circumstances outside their 

control or because of bad choices they’ve made, should have our love.  Otherwise we destroy the 

Christian Gospel, which is a free, undeserved gift. 

 

And by love, I mean a God-like compassion, a will to show mercy.  This doesn’t mean that 

everyone has to be your best friend.  We are not talking about our culture’s feelings-based love.  

The person you do not have good feelings about, you are still called to love, just as God’s love is 

an action based purely on His own desire and will to show undeserved mercy. 

 

The method of Christian charity is different from the world.  While there are plenty of people, 

Christian or not, who help those in need, our charity comes with the Gospel.  We want people to 

know the source of our love, so we show it and tell it alongside our giving.  There was never a 

time when Jesus and His disciples were only healing the sick and disabled and not proclaiming 

the kingdom of God.  They were not only healing for healing’s sake; they were healing in Jesus’ 

name.  All things they did for the glory of God and that people would receive not only temporary 

happiness, but eternal joy.  We want those who are receiving help to see it as coming from God 
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Himself and give praise and thanks to Him.  Our charity is a sign of God’s graciousness and love 

and an indicator of the kind of kingdom Christ has won for us.  Thus, we ask for no rewards or 

repayment or thanks.  We serve with humility and grace.  We love without drawing attention to 

ourselves.  The only one we want to have all the attention is our Lord. 

 

And that leads us to the difference between Christian and secular goals with regards to charity.  

For unbelievers, charity is, at best, about giving a temporary happiness or comfort to a person.  It 

might also be about making yourself feel like good person.  It could be done in order to receive 

some kind of reward.  On the other hand, Christian charity points toward eternity.  It is done in 

Jesus’ name and for the good of His kingdom, that the reign of Christ would come to people, 

helping their temporal and eternal needs.  That doesn’t mean that every time we help others we 

have to proclaim the Gospel.  Our lives should show forth Christ in the way we love 

unconditionally and sacrificially.  Our love is the fruit of faith.  But we also should be ready and 

willing to share the Gospel when given the opportunity. 

 

Christian charity’s goal is the coming kingdom of God, that people would receive the good news 

that Christ has conquered all that ails this world and offers eternal benefits to all who believe.  

He came to rescue us from a world of need and give us a world of bounty and blessing.  

Christian charity, therefore, addresses the here and now, but looks beyond to the coming of 

Christ.  All that we do in this life is leading toward the next.  We want all people to look forward 

to Christ’s return and rejoice in it. 
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This means that we can’t just throw money at charities and leave the work of showing mercy to 

others or pay our taxes and leave all help up to the government.  It means that we are personally 

involved in helping others, investing money, time, and energy into showing mercy.  We come 

alongside our neighbors and do whatever is necessary to lead them to a better life. 

 

But Christian charity isn’t always present in our hearts, is it?  How often do we give just so that 

we’d look like good people?  How often, when someone is in need, do we imagine all the bad 

decisions they must have made to get to where they are?  We look down on them like that Levite 

or priest and decide they are not worth getting our hands dirty.  Do we only love if a person 

seems deserving of our love?  More often we enjoy seeing a person get their just deserts than 

receiving mercy they don’t deserve.  We often love feeling good about ourselves.  We love like 

the world and not like Christ, who loved those who were driving the nails in His hands and feet, 

who had compassion on the most despicable, lowly people, even loving us before we ever loved. 

 

Let us repent of our loveless thoughts, words, and deeds.  Christ will not pass us by.  He will 

bind up our wounds with His holy absolution, wash us in baptismal waters, and revive us with 

His holy body and blood.  He has put us in the inn of His Church for this reason, that with His 

redemption price, we would be healed and brought back to life.  We pray for His kingdom to 

come and Christ comes with His Spirit to free our hearts from sin, lift us out of death, and bring 

us under His kingdom now and forever.  Christ is a loving neighbor to all who cry out to Him.  

His kingdom is not earned by our love.  It is a gift freely given to us.  The one who showed the 

ultimate mercy by suffering and dying on the cross has proved Himself to be a neighbor to us.  

May the love of God in Christ Jesus be with you.  Amen. 


