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No one wants to be a beggar.  We might not mind receiving help from time to time, but no one 

wants to be utterly dependent on anyone.  It’s humiliating.  It makes us feel useless, like less of a 

person.  That’s why the elderly can become so stubbornly independent.  That’s why children 

want to do things their way.  That’s why we’re often embarrassed to ask for help.  Certainly, 

there is a good aspect to wanting independence.  We have a drive to give, provide, and serve 

others.  We want to use our created gifts to glorify God.  But, we also have a lot of pride. 

 

No one wants to be a beggar, which is why we fail miserably when it comes to prayer. 

 

 

I think that’s why we don’t see a lot of men praying, or they do so sheepishly.  Sure, they might 

mumble a “come Lord Jesus” with the rest of the family, but how many times have you heard a 

father or husband pray, in front of his family and on behalf of his family?  And it’s not because 

they were never taught how to pray.  I am not a handyman.  I don’t have the knowledge.  But 

when there is a project to do, I have the drive to look it up on youtube or ask someone who 

knows more about it than I do.  I learn what I need to do.  Because if I don’t, I will have no 

useable toilet or doors that won’t close and so forth.  You gotta do what you gotta do. 

 

And I think that is the point.  Men have a natural drive to work and provide for their families.  

That’s the way they most naturally show their love (sorry ladies, it’s not by feelings and 
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flowers); it’s by getting the job done, by working for the good of others.  And prayer is not 

active; it’s a passive activity.  It means that I have to stop “doing” and humbly rely on something 

outside myself.  It means I must be provided for, and that whatever good I think I can do for 

others can’t happen at all without help.  It seems kind of unmanly to pray. 

 

 

No one wants to be a beggar, and I think that’s why people like to talk to God as if He were their 

buddy next door.  They hate formalities, kneeling and bowing.  They say that Jesus became one 

of us, our friend, and so we should talk to Him as such.  True, Jesus is one with us in His 

humanity and He loves us completely and wants every good thing for us, but He is also God and 

we are not.  He is judge of all the living, King of the universe, all powerful and glorious.  We are 

not.  Most importantly, Jesus is the source of our eternal salvation.  I think the real underlying 

reason is that we don’t like to be beggars.  We want to think that there is something we bring to 

the table; that we’re good people or have good intentions; that we have done some good things or 

have potential.  We don’t fully realize or want to believe that without Christ heaven would be 

shut and we would be utterly forsaken.  That is, it’s only by the grace of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ that we can have anything good.  

 

I’m not saying here that we need to pray in King James English or that that we have to use 

certain formulated prayers.  God looks at the heart.  He knows our intentions.  He knows whether 

we are doing something just for show or not.  He knows whether we are relying on His grace or 

not.  God can’t be fooled.  But sometimes I think a person’s casual attitude towards God betrays 

a lack of faith in who God is and what He does for us. 
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No one wants to be a beggar.  That’s why prayer is usually a last-ditch effort.  After we’ve done 

everything we could to fix our lives and the lives of others, we resort to prayer.  As if any good 

could come apart from our Heavenly Father!  How serious does something need to get before we 

pray?  Or, how often do we receive good things and do not render our God thanks?  We like to 

think we are more self-sufficient than that.  We make excuses and put off our prayers.  We prefer 

pray in secret, and I’m not talking about the good way Jesus described in Matthew 6.  There He 

was concerned with the holier than thou, show-off prayers of the Pharisees and scribes.  I’m 

talking about when we are afraid to show weakness or need by praying with others.  We hate the 

vulnerable feeling of prayer.  So we don’t do it with our wife and family and those close to us. 

 

 

No one wants to be a beggar…and yet everyone is.  We fail to honor God as we should.  We fail 

to trust in Him for everything.  We fail to seek the gifts that matter most.  We are utterly reliant 

on God for everything and have no worthiness in us to ask Him.  In fact, we have earned our 

beggar status.  That’s why throughout the liturgy we pray, “Lord, have mercy!”  That was the 

prayer of the beggars in Jesus’ day.  They would call out “Lord, have mercy!” to everyone who 

passed by.   

 

…But we are beggars before a benevolent God.   
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When a disciple asked Jesus to teach them how to pray, Jesus didn’t respond, “Oh, just pray from 

the heart.  Pray however the Spirit leads you.”  The problem is, we can’t always tell the Spirit 

from our stomach.  So, Jesus gave us a prayer, and not just any prayer, but a beautiful prayer 

centered on our loving God and His gifts which He promises to us.  The Lord’s Prayer teaches us 

that we are beggars, but we have a Father who knows how to give good gifts to His children.   

 

We have a Father that gave us His own Son no less!  For the sake of NO righteous persons, God 

did not destroy the world, but sent His own Son to save it.  And to do so, the Son of God became 

a beggar like us.  He took on our mortal reliance on the Father, only without sin.  He needed a 

mother and father, food and drink, house and home.  He suffered poverty, hunger and thirst, and 

threats to His life.  And His whole life and the lives of all Christ entrusted to God the Father in 

prayer.  He prayed…and demons were cast out, sight was restored to the blind, the deaf could 

hear, the lame leapt like a deer, and the dead came out of their tombs.  He prayed in the hour of 

His tribulation, when He was filled with our sins and the sins of the whole world.  He called out 

to the Father who could save Him with loud cries and tears, while He fought against our sin and 

death and hell.  Christ became the chief beggar of all mankind, and He was heard because of His 

reverence.  God knows how to give good gifts to His children.  Jesus rose triumphantly from the 

grave and ascended into heaven to be our source of salvation and great mediator between us and 

the Father. 

 

The only way that we dare prayer, and even do so with joyful expectation in what the Father will 

do for us, is because we were buried with Christ in baptism and have been raised with Him.  God 

answered Jesus’ prayers.  He has cancelled our debts and made us sons of God with Christ.  So, 



5 

 

we are not only beggars, but God’s own dear little children, whom He cherishes and protects 

with all His power.  Although we often falter in our prayers and are surely full of sin, we can 

stand before God like Abraham and boldly ask, not only for small favors, but for salvation itself, 

for God and His blessed kingdom to come to us, for us to be forgiven and delivered from every 

evil.  And we can be sure, that if we, who are evil, know how to give good things to our own 

children when they ask, how much more will God, who is good and gracious, give us the Holy 

Spirit?  

 

And this Spirit, as St. Paul writes, “helps us in our weakness.  For we do not know what to 

pray for as we ought, but the Spirit intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.”  

He sanctifies our prayers and knows what we need and brings our cares to the Father, even the 

ones of which we are not aware.  Not only so, but at the same time Christ is at the right hand of 

God interceding for us, assuring our permanent access to God’s grace through His sacrifice.  

Who then can be against us?  What can separate us from God’s love? 

 

Let us joyfully and without ceasing pray until all prayers are answered and the dead are raised 

and we live eternally with Him!  We are all beggars, this is true, but we have a merciful, 

benevolent God who answers every prayer.  Amen! 


