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“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in 

the abundance of his possessions.” 

 

This sermon of Jesus is more fitting for us in the United States today than for any other people of 

any place or generation.  Nowhere in the world do they store possessions like we do here, even in 

prosperous European nations.  You won’t find storage units or garages and basements full of 

junk in places like Germany.  The whole world marvels at our accumulation of wealth.  This 

sermon should be preached to us over and over again, for we don’t even know we have a 

problem.  There are plenty of sins we recognize: murder, stealing, giving false testimony, and so 

forth, but do we recognize covetousness and greed as sin?  I don’t think so.  If we do, we don’t 

think we have it ourselves.  How many times have you wished for more storage?  We have boxes 

of things we won’t look at for years and years.  Everything we save just in case we ever need it.  

And the world encourages it.  The true American heroes are those who win on reality shows like 

Pawn Stars, Auction Hunters, and Storage Wars.  Garage sales are one of our favorite American 

pastimes.  It gives us a thrill to discover something we want at a cheap price.  And we love to 

have every little thing we could ever want at our fingertips on the web.  We don’t go long 

without something we want for long.  Our hearts wouldn’t stand it. 

 

And we’ve passed this on to our children.  Children are so affected by American consumerism 

that they can’t stand to enter a store without getting something.  They cry over lost toys even 
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when they have a million others to play with and expect truckloads of presents for their birthdays 

and Christmas.  And we cave in and give them whatever their hearts desire.  I was reading a 

book to my children written in the 1950s about a boy whose father wouldn’t get him a bike 

because they didn’t have the money for it.  Instead the boy would have to work to earn the 

money to buy one himself.  I don’t think any child today can relate to that.  

 

Environmental protection is big these days.  Everywhere people want to tax and regulate 

corporations so that they don’t pollute.  We are told to switch our lightbulbs and appliances and 

cars.  But notice the big elephant in the room that nobody wants to mention.  If we really cared 

about the environment and ourselves and our children and others, we would stop buying so much 

junk and give most of what we own to the poor.  We produce so much because we buy so much.  

But no one – not the media or government or big businesses or anyone – wants us to change our 

consumer habits. 

 

Our lives do consist in the abundance of what we own.  So much of our status, happiness, and 

security depends on it.  We just won’t admit it.  We like to make fun of spoiled movie stars, 

professional athletes, and corporate CEO’s even though we are greedy like them.  We are lovers 

of money and possessions. 

 

Christ calls the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God a fool.  They are 

fools because they are chasing the wind.  They store it all up, as King Solomon said, only to 

leave it for the next person.  They care at peace when they have many possessions, but forget that 
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their very soul belongs to God and can be taken from them.  Our savings and storerooms will not 

be able to save our lives.  This storing up of wealth is meaningless, it’s vanity. 

 

That doesn’t mean that we should necessarily empty our savings accounts, sell all our 

possessions, and live like hobos.  Jesus also said to be wise as serpents with what you have and 

to make friends with unrighteous wealth, meaning give it to others.  We can’t use wealth for 

others if we refuse to have wealth!  We are called stewards, which means that God owns and 

gives everything we have.  They don’t, properly speaking, belong to us.  Our lives depend on 

God and not money and property.  Wealth is entrusted to us by God for our good, but mostly for 

the good of others.  That means that our goal in life is not to have a nest egg.  Remember the 

greatest commandment: Love the Lord your God with all your heart and love your neighbor as 

yourself.  But if we looked at our credit card statements, savings, and property, it would probably 

be hard to make the case that we love our neighbor nearly as much as we love ourselves and 

thus, we could not say that we loved God with our whole heart. 

 

Put to death covetousness and greed, which is idolatry.  On account of this the wrath of God is 

coming.  Put it all away and remember your baptism.  Christ has freed from a slavery to the 

passions of this world and your own sinful flesh.  Repent and seek the grace of Him who gave 

everything away and poured out His precious blood so that you would be rich in God.  His 

atoning death paid for your release and His resurrection and ascension to God’s right hand has 

placed the entire storehouse of heaven at His disposal to give to you.  And Christ will not hold 

back.  He does not store up the goods of heaven in barns or save up His grace for some future 
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dispensation.  He is reckless in His love.  He gives generously and freely forgiveness, life, and 

salvation to all who ask. 

 

You are clothed in righteousness, having put on the new self, made in God’s image.  Let your 

baptism wash all sin way.  Treasure up God’s Word and Sacraments which secure your life with 

Christ in heaven.  Through Word and Sacraments, you become God’s treasure, His possession, 

since through them Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son, lives in you and you in Him.  Your life is 

hidden with Christ.  You are cherished, guarded, and saved by God.  If your life is hidden away 

with Christ in heaven, that means that nothing on this earth can take it away.  You can be at 

peace and content with what you have.  You can eat, drink and find enjoyment in your work.  

Fools are worried about gathering and collecting.  They stress out over splitting up the 

inheritance and fight over what is theirs.  They are continually angry over people who have 

cheated them and not getting what they deserve.  They waste time gathering, only to lose it all in 

the end.  The favored of God have wisdom, knowledge, and joy.  They receive gratefully from 

God and use it for the good of others.  They love to give and find great joy in it, even when it is 

painful and makes them suffer the loss.  What can compare to the gift of heaven which is ours in 

Jesus Christ?  Wisdom says that you have everything your life needs.  You have Christ. 

 

May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding be yours in Christ Jesus!  Amen. 


