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Fear is both the mark of the believer and the unbeliever. 

 

The unbeliever fears everything.  He fears sin and death and devil.  He fears this world and the 

loss of it.  He fears being inadequate or rejected.  And he responds to his fears by doing whatever 

he can to save his life, though sometimes that means killing it.  Last week’s mass shootings were 

marked with fear.  The Dayton shooter feared the far right, white supremacists, Trump 

supporters, and the wealthy elite.  The El Paso shooter feared the far left, Democrats, and 

immigrants.  They both fashioned fear into violence, coldly killing mostly strangers, which they 

believed somehow would help their cause.  And then the nation responded with more fear: fear 

of the far right, the far left, Democrats, Republicans, guns, mentally ill, godlessness, fear of 

another shooting…  They vented and continue to vent their fear in political rhetoric, protests, and 

social media rants, giving ammo to more shooters and more fear. 

 

Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is 

safe.”  A little unbeliever (the Old Adam) lives in every one of us.  He would like us to 

frantically, anxiously live our lives, paralyzed by fear from doing any good, trusting in everyone 

and everything but God to save ourselves.  Ecclesiastes 8:12 says, “Though a sinner does evil a 

hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it will be well with those who fear God, 
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because they fear before Him.  But it will not be well with the wicked, neither will he 

prolong his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God.”  The fear of man is a trap 

because in it we are convinced that we can save ourselves, but find out we have lost the only one 

who can save us.  If we live in fear, after all our work to prolong our lives, we will still die and 

face God in judgment.  God gives and takes away and we are utterly helpless.  But those who 

fear God rest in the merciful arms of Him who delivers from evil and gives eternal life.   

 

Shortly before the Assyrian Invasion of Israel, when there was a lot of reason to fear, God spoke 

to Isaiah this warning in chapter eight, “Do not call conspiracy all that this people calls 

conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  But the LORD of hosts, Him 

you shall honor as holy.  Let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread.  And He will 

become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, 

a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And many shall stumble on it.  They 

shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.”  The Israelites who feared 

conspiracy and dreaded the powers of this world will be snared by God and taken by the only 

One they should’ve feared all along.  They will be punished for their disobedience; they will fall 

and be crushed by their lack of faith.  But for Isaiah and all who believe, even those who go into 

captivity will have a place of refuge with their God.  He will protect, preserve, and save them.  

Isaiah was to fear the One in whose hands is all life and every kingdom of this world, whose 

judgment and power is over all.  And in fearing God, Isaiah would find peace, peace that no 

enemies or captivity or sin or death is too great for His God to win the victory. 
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Abraham had plenty of episodes of fear and doubt.  Remember, he lived in the days of Sodom 

and Gomorrah, those fearful places of great violence and vice, where one would kill, rape, and 

steal for little reason at all.  Abraham had a lot to fear, and so even after great moments of faith, 

Abraham would fall back into anxious thoughts and doubt God’s promises.  When Abraham 

feared wicked rulers, he pretended his wife was his sister in order to spare his life.  When God’s 

promise was slow to come, Abraham feared that God had changed His mind about His promise 

to give him offspring.   But God, over and over again came to Abraham and remined him and his 

wife of His gracious favor toward them.  God said, “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your 

reward shall be very great.”   

 

Fear is the mark of the Old Adam.  When Adam fell into sin, and the first thing he did was hide.  

He hid from God.  This is not the proper fear of God that every man should have.  It’s more a 

fear of punishment and death than a fear of God Himself.  True fear of God is recognizing that 

God is my Lord and the Lord of all life, the One who has the power to save or condemn to hell.  

Out of fear, faith entrusts one’s whole self to God because He is also “gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.”   

 

The fear of God is the mark of every Christian, which means that the proper response to the 

tragedies of last week is first and foremost that we repent.  You won’t find anyone in the world 

advocating for that.  They will talk about mental illness, gun control, divisive language, hateful 

ideologies, social media, and all the things that could’ve caused or allowed for the tragedy to 

happen.  And don’t get me wrong, we need to talk about these things.  We need to ask ourselves 

what can be done to hinder or prevent a future attack.  But these are all surface issues.  If we 
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never get to the heart of the matter, we will be no better off than we were before.  When Christ 

mentioned the tragedy of His day, the Tower of Siloam falling on and killing 18 people, he said, 

“Do you think that they were worse sinners than all the others who lived in Jerusalem?  No, 

I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”  We repent at any tragedy 

because we recognize that we are sinners, no better than the victims, deserving far worse.  Death 

is a consequence of the sin we all share.  When we repent, we are taking refuge in the Lord with 

whom there is forgiveness and the salvation of our souls.  And He takes away our fear of man, of 

the world, of sin, and of death.  He gives our hearts peace and sets our minds at ease, knowing 

that with the Lord we have a mighty fortress to defend us from evil and save us from death. 

 

There are many churches out there that believe their primary message in response to the 

shootings is to talk about guns, immigration, and political policies.  While the Christian church 

has something to say about those issues, if that is our only message or even our dominant 

message, we have lost our purpose and will add to nothing.  We’ll only be saying some of the 

same things that the world is saying.  But the Christian church has a message and solution that 

only the church can give.  It is a message that can give peace to the victims of violence, 

repentance to the shooters, and salvation to everyone.  It can give us hope for the future and joy 

in all things and a faith that will persevere through every tragedy.  Only the Christian Church has 

the Gospel. 

 

We read in Hebrews 5 that Christ Jesus “offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 

and tears, to Him who was able to save Him from death, and Jesus was heard because of 

His Godly fear.”  As people search for answers to such a terrible tragedy, we can remind 
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ourselves and others that we have a God who suffered everything of which we are afraid: 

injustice, hatred and rejection; poverty, hunger, and thirst; the devil and every power of this 

world; a terribly violent death and wrath for our sins.  And Christ, having done so with perfect 

obedience to the Father in holy fear, was victorious over them.  He was raised from death and 

crowned the Lord and Savior of mankind.  And He wishes to share His victory with you and all 

sinners.  Because of His sacrifice for sin, it is the Father’s pleasure to give you His kingdom.  

And He will trade His peace for your fear.   

 

Fear is the mark of the believer and the unbeliever, but peace is only a mark of the believer.  Fear 

not!  You have peace with God in sins forgiven.  You have peace from worrying and fretting 

because the Lord God is your dear Father to shield you from evil, to provide all things necessary 

for this life, and to rescue you from death.  You have peace that ultimately the Lord is judge and 

will settle every injustice on those who were enemies of His people.  You have peace knowing 

that all suffering comes to an end.  We pray during tragedies the wisdom of the Psalms, “How 

long, O Lord?” knowing that all tribulation will be brought to an end by the Lord and that a 

glorious eternal life is coming soon.  You have peace that, as Jesus said, “In world you will 

have sorrow, but take heart, I have overcome the world.”  Jesus, who has defeated our 

enemie,s fights by our side and will ensure complete and glorious victory. 

 

Abraham, at times, struggled to keep the faith as we all do, so God gave Abraham a beautiful 

sign attached to His covenant.  He set His promise in the stars.  Wherever Abraham travelled, he 

could always look up at the night sky and remember God’s covenant: “So shall your offspring 

be.”  God has always had a way of sustaining His people’s hope and increasing their faith 
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through visible means, but we have even better means that Abraham did.  God’s covenant 

through the stars and circumcision and sacrifices all hoped in a future blessing.  Ours today give 

us the blessing already fulfilled in the cross of the one offspring of Abraham Jesus Christ.   

Through water we die and rise with Christ and enter the kingdom promised to us.  Through bread 

and wine, we partake of the body and blood which atoned for our sins.  Abraham was promised 

future offspring and blessing and we become spiritual offspring of Abraham in our baptism.  

Because God Himself stands in the midst of these gifts, we will not fear.  The earth can give way 

and the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea; the seas can roar and foam; but we will 

remain secure in our salvation.  The Lord will be our help and our victory will be won. 

 

Peace is the mark of the Christian, and peace we shall have.  If, in the ongoing violence of this 

world, we feel like strangers and exiles on earth, it is because we are.  Our home is not this world 

of fear, but a world of peace.  We groan inwardly and we pray for the resurrection of our bodies 

to our eternal home.  Like Abraham and all the patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, we desire a 

better country, a heavenly one in the fellowship with Christ and His angels, free from the fears of 

man.  The Lord will shatter all guns and burn all vehicles of war.  He will break into pieces every 

weapon and end all violence and terror.  Be still; do not fear.  Yahweh is God.  The LORD of 

hosts is with us; the God of Abraham is our fortress.  Amen. 


