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Within the last ten years there has been
some amazing research done around the
world regarding group singing and its
power to bring people together. I’m not
too surprised. The ancients believed very
strongly in the power of music and singing
had a very important role among God’s
people from the beginning. But it is
wonderful to see science proving what a
treasure God has given us in singing. For
example, an Oxford study published in
2015 showed that singing in groups
helped strangers grow closer together,
and increased cooperation and sympathy
faster than any other kind of social
interactions. Also, a Swedish study
published in 2013 showed that singing
together can synchronize heart beats
among the singers! And the best form of
music for heart synchronization? Chant –
something the Church has mastered for
more than 1,000 years. And these
statistics were also true for people who
weren’t really good singers.
If group singing in general has that much
power over the mind and body, how much
more power does it have over the soul
when we sing the Gospel? For we know
that the Gospel binds people together in a
way that nothing else can. It is the
“power of God for salvation” (Romans 1:16).
It brings us together into the body of
Christ. It connects heaven and earth, God
and man, and all mankind together in the
forgiveness of sins. It removes all
distinctions and makes us one in faith,
hope, and love. Or, as St. Paul writes,
“There is no distinction: for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
and are justified by His grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 3:22-23); and again,

“There is one body and one Spirit – just as
you were called to the one hope that
belongs to your call – one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all”
(Ephesians 4:4-5). That is why the Church
of all times and places has sung together
in Christian churches, in the home, and
wherever Christians have gathered.
Singing the faith binds us body and soul,
heart and mind, to our God and to one
another in the faith He has given us.
Sadly, group singing is at an all-time
low in our day. There was a time when
singing was part of every gathering of
people, whether in the home, or at school,
or in the mines, taverns, community hall,
and so forth. Now, you hardly even hear
crowds singing together the Star-Spangled
Banner at a ballgame. And while I don’t
think that if we just started singing
together everything would change around
us like a Broadway musical, more singing
would certainly help us from our sinful
tendency to be divided from God and one
another.
Do you want your family to remain
bonded to you and your God? Do you
want to build community in your
neighborhoods? Do you want to grow in
the Gospel, teach it to others, and give
witness to the love of God? Start a
tradition of singing together. Make sure
you have a hymnal in your home and use
it. You don’t need a polished, trained
voice. It will always please God to hear
His children sing the Gospel with whatever
voice He has given them. Plus, the more
you practice, the better you will get. You
could choose a hymn you liked on Sunday
(continued on page 2)
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Community in Song
(continued from pg. 1)
to sing during the week. Or there is always a hymn listed
in the Congregation at Prayer. Include singing in your
daily routine and special gatherings with family and
friends, and join your brothers and sisters in Christ at
Immanuel weekly to discover the joyful, hopeful, and
loving community the Lord builds by the power of the
Gospel through song.
I will close with a word from Colossians 3:16-17:
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him.”

This is not only because He created all things; He is also
the redeemer. He has redeemed – that is, purchased –
and won all things. Therefore, it all belongs to Him.
We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like
Joseph in Egypt, we are put in charge of managing what
belongs to God. What a privilege.
Think about that for a minute. The all-knowing, allpowerful, all-wise God has asked us to manage his
possessions on His behalf here on earth.
And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the
allocation of His good gifts. He wants us to give our input
and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a
privilege indeed.
But what a responsibility!
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much
will be required.” (Luke 12:48b)
We are not the owners. And while He puts us as
managers, we are still to do with His property what He
wants done with it. That means we need to know what
He desires and wills for His property.
How do we know this? How can we know the will and
mind of God?
We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us
what His will is for all of His gifts. He tells us how we are
to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He
instructs us in the use of our minds, bodies, and souls.
There is nothing we have that doesn’t belong to Him.

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE . . .
What is a steward? Most people will say a steward is a
manager.
That is correct, but it is only half right. A steward is
indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what does not
belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the
steward manages the owner’s property on the owner’s
behalf.
We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has
made us managers of what belongs to Him:
“For we brought nothing into this world, and we
cannot take anything out of the world.” (1 Tim. 6:7)
Everything that we have and everything that we are
comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy.
God is the owner.

“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, for you were bought with a
price. So glorify God in your body.” (1 Cor. 6:19–20)
God informs us of the big picture, the overarching policy,
of how we as His stewards – managers and custodians –
are to manage His property.
And that is stewardship. It is simply doing what God
wants us to do with what He has given us.
As St. Paul said,
“Do not present your members to sin as instruments
for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God
as those who have been brought from death to life,
and your members to God as instruments for
righteousness.” (Rom. 6:13)
So, let’s dive into God’s Word, and listen to what He
desires from His stewards.
-- LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter Article – September 2019
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Immanuel’s next
QUARTERLY
VOTERS’ MEETING
will be on
TUESDAY, SEPT. 10th
at 7:00 PM
All members of the congregation are
encouraged to attend.
Officers, please be present to report to the
congregation on the activities and plans of
your committees.

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.

NEXT CLASS BEGINS ON SEPTEMBER 10TH
Toddlin’ to Jesus is a FREE music class for kids age 0-3
and their parents. Come learn new songs and make new
friends. We teach about God’s love and grace through
stories, songs, and movement. The class
meets in the nursery for about 1 hour. Please call
(219) 872-4419 for more information and to sign up!
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. at
Immanuel Lutheran Church
1237 E. Coolspring Ave.
Michigan City, IN 46360

Immanuel’s
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE
will rehearse on Wednesdays at
5:00 p.m. beginning September 11th.

CAN YOU HELP?
WE ARE HAVING A PANCAKE BREAKFAST
SEPT. 14, 7-11 a.m. However, we need your help!!
There are many ways to help, so find the one that
“fits your fancy”! Sign-up sheets are
on the easel in the Gathering Place.
The proceeds will go towards the
Mortgage Fund.
We’ve had successful events before
with congregation help, so LET’S DO IT AGAIN!
There will also be tickets in your mailbox that we are
asking you to sell. That’s a HUGE help! If you need
more, see Lynette Johnston-Martin. Thanks for your
participation!!!

Page 4

Shepherds & Lambs
The Sunday School
Newsletter
September 2019

Sunday School is praying for God’s
safety and protection for Tristan
Vernum who will be deployed to Kuwait for
a year serving our country. We will miss him co-teaching
in our 3rd to 5th grade class. God’s blessings, Tristan!!
We’ll miss you!!

We’ve completed another year of our Sunday
School curriculum with Concordia Publishing House’s OUR
LIFE IN CHRIST series. We’ve used this material for
many, many years. CPH has updated this curriculum with
a new series called ENDURING FAITH. This is a 3-year
cycle curriculum with year one covering Bible Survey,
year two will be Old Testament Exploration and year three
will be New Testament Exploration. Each teacher will have
additional access to internet
material to aid them in teaching.
We’re excited to explore this new
material! The first lesson will be
Sept. 1.

Thirteen students had Perfect
Attendance for May. There was no
Perfect Attendance in June, but
eight students had Perfect
Attendance for July.
WAY TO GO, STUDENTS!

HAPPY FALL, YA’ALL!!
Lynette Johnston-Martin

We welcome a new student

Superintendent

into our Nursery class. He has two
older sisters in Sunday School, too.
We’re sure glad you’re with us!

We’ve reorganized our Rally Day
this with year and we’ve renamed
it RECOGNITION SUNDAY. Due to
some schedule conflicts with staff,
Recognition Sunday will be a little later this
year. We will observe it on Sunday, Sept 8. We will
recognize our students with outstanding attendance,
present our 3rd grade students, Shelby Fulford and John
Behr Smith, with their own Bibles that day! Perfect
attendance students will be published in the October
Gazette. The staff members that are being installed are:
NURSERY – Peggy Joyce, 6 years
KINDERGARTEN, 1st & 2nd – Chris Glick, 39 years
3rd, 4th, 5th – Ingrid Anderson, 33 years, and
Tristan Vernum, 4 years
th
th
th
6 , 7 , 8 – Dawn Bluzma, 44 years
Cradle Roll & Birthdays, birth to 1st grade –
Debra Wells, 24 years
Birthdays 2nd - 8th - Clarinda Thompson, 7 years
Assistant Superintendent – Jill Palmer, 4 years
Assistant-Office – Chelsea Romero, 4 years
Superintendent – Lynette Johnston-Martin, 41 years
We are very grateful for the hours and years that
these teachers and volunteers have put into our
Sunday School. GREAT JOB STAFF!

CHILDREN AGES 3 AND UP ARE INVITED
TO JOIN IMMANUEL’S CHILDREN’S CHOIR.
Children under Kindergarten age are asked to have an
adult stay with them during practice. We will rehearse
Sundays, 11:30-12:15
starting September 8th.
Call Lisa Solum with
questions 219-873-6420.
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SEPTEMBER IS
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
MONTH
During the month of September, Immanuel is
celebrating Christian Education Month. We seek to
encourage and nurture the life-long process of faith
formation.

CATECHISM CLASS
BEGINS SOON!
The youth catechism classes will
begin on Wednesday, September 11,
at 5:00 p.m.
Do you have a child or grandchild in 5th grade through
middle school who has not been confirmed? Talk to
Pastor about registering your child for class.

At this “back to school” time of year, we may think of
children in Sunday School and Catechism Class when we
hear Christian Education. But Christian Education is for
all of us, a life-long process of learning, believing,
growing, and serving.

BIBLE STUDY CLASSES . . .

Our theme for this month is “Jesus, Priceless Treasure.”
We want to remind people of all ages that Jesus and His
Word are a treasure that we have and we can find that
treasure by digging into the Bible.

We offer many opportunities and a
variety of topics—check out the ones
below, and watch for updates in the
weekly bulletin.

Throughout the month we will share information and
opportunities to help us explore God’s Word. We want
to learn of the richness of His love for us, and how it
equips us to impact the world around us, confident in
our understanding of God’s truths and how to apply
them to every situation in life.

All are invited to attend and are
always welcome at any of these
sessions.

Please join us on our treasure hunt
this month.

“For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also”
--Matthew 6:21

Do you attend a weekly Bible study?

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDIES
On Sunday mornings these classes are offered at
8:45 AM:
Pastor Solum leads a study of the book of Genesis.
This class meets in the Fellowship Hall.
A Women’s Bible Class meeting in the Office
Conference Room is studying the books of Timothy and
Titus.
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDIES
Tuesday, 6:30 PM – Pastor Solum leads a study on
four of the minor prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, and
Obadiah.

ADULT INSTRUCTION CLASS
You and your family, friends, and
acquaintances are invited to
attend the Adult Information
Class, a class on basic Christian
teachings. It is a good refresher
for those already catechized and a
good introduction for anyone interested in learning
about the faith. New members and those interested in
joining our church are strongly encouraged to come.
Come with any tough questions you might have about
the Bible and Christianity. Class starts Thursday,
September 5 and goes from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

MONTHLY BIBLE STUDIES
1st Saturday of each month, 8:00 AM – The Men’s
Network meets in the Fellowship Hall and is studying
Home Run King.
1st & 3rd Saturdays of each month, 8:30 AM – Ladies
Bible Study & Tea meets in Fellowship Hall and is
studying Celebrating Life as the Handiwork of God.
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ENGRAVED BRICKS
OFFERED FOR
IMMANUEL’S COURTYARD

IMMANUEL HAS STARTED A SCRIP PROGRAM
BENEFITTING THE HOME FUND!
We have started a fundraising program called Scrip. It
is VERY EASY to use. All you do is:
1. Buy a gift card for something you’ll be buying in
the near future, like gas for your car, or groceries.
2. Go use it at the pump and filler up or head to the
store and swipe it at the card reader.
You can fill out the order form (in your mailbox) and put
the form and your payment in Laurie Rockensuess’
mailbox and it will be filled and your cards will be in your
mailbox next week.
Or, if you’re in a hurry to get the code because you’re
shopping at www.smile.amazon.com or somewhere online,
you can call the church office to get the enrollment code
and then enroll at www.shopwithscrip.com. Once you’ve
verified your bank account information (takes a few
days, so plan ahead!) you will be able to purchase your
gift code online and have it delivered to your inbox for
immediate use!
Please see Laurie Rockensuess for further information or
to place your first order!!

The courtyard plans are moving forward. The design
has been on display in the Gathering Place for some
time now, merely awaiting funds to proceed.
Thankfully, we now have a memorial donation and also
another donation “designated to make the church more
beautiful” that the elders voted to contribute toward the
courtyard. So we are able to begin the project with the
pavers in the shape of a cross, and a patio for
congregational gatherings.
We would like to invite members to purchase a brick
engraved with their name or that of a loved one to be a
part of the cross. It can be “in memory of” a deceased
loved one, or “in honor of” someone living – a parent,
child, grandchild, etc. We have posted a form in the
Gathering Place to be used with the specifications
(number of lines, letters, etc.). The cost of each brick
will be $40. This will cover the cost of the brick and
engraving as well as contribute to the overall cost of the
courtyard.
A great deal of effort has been made in the design phase
to make the courtyard a place everyone in the
congregation can use and enjoy. A shaded patio for
potlucks, a firepit area for youth, a play area for young
children, and some plantings for beauty around the
central cross. These elements will be added in stages
as funds become available, but the installation of the
cross and patio has begun. Many thanks to Jeff
Johnston, who is offering his professional expertise in
this area. He may need some help with labor. Strong
young men and women would be a big help, but those
who can’t do the labor could bring refreshments for
those hard workers.
For more information or to find out how you can help us,
please contact Janet or Bob Solum, or call the church
office.

RUTH AND NAOMI QUILTERS will begin
their winter hours on
September 10th. They
will meet every Tuesday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Please come out and help
anytime you can! Ruth
& Naomi will NOT meet
September 3rd.
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THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE
IS HOLDING A

TEACHER SANITY SUPPLY DRIVE!
We are collecting items to place into a basket that will
be delivered to the Teacher Lounges of some of our local
schools! Some suggestions are:
Crayons
Dry Erase Markers & Eraser
Post-It-Notes
Red Pens
Pencils
Pens
Highlighters
Tape
Command Adhesive Strips
(for hanging posters)
Hand Sanitizer
Kleenex

Granola Bars
Gum
Mints
Tea Bags/Coffee
Band-Aids
Chocolate
Tylenol
Hard Candies
Apples
Lotions
Stickers
Protein Snack Bars

Please bring items to the office or give to Lori Dobkins
no later than September 8th.
Please give individually wrapped items where
appropriate.

PLEASE NOTE: The deadline for submitting news for the October issue is Tuesday, September 3.

