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I don’t know any of us who can relate to having leprosy, but we can all relate to feeling cast off.  

We can relate to sickness, death, and the sin of unbelief.  We can relate to being cleansed and 

saved and the joy that it brings.  Therefore, this account of Jesus healing the lepers is not only a 

nice historical event, but a story to comfort us in Jesus Christ and keep us from losing hope. 

 

It’s easy to lose hope because like the lepers, we don’t know when we will be healed, and 

without God’s Word we don’t know whether we will be healed at all.  We are scared when God 

feels distant from us and doesn’t seem to answer our cries for help.  We hate feeling like 

outcasts, from the world or from God, from our family or friends.  Sin or chronic illness both can 

make us feel very alone, but our Great Physician goes out of His way to come to us and cleanse 

us. 

 

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was passing between Samaria and Galilee… 

 

The Greek text appears to indicate that Jesus didn’t take the most direct route from Galilee 

through Samaria to Jerusalem, a route that would’ve been directly north to south.  Other times 

Jesus had gone right through Samaria, so He didn’t have a problem with that.  This time, Jesus 

seems to be travelling in a west-east direction along the border of Samaria and Galilee.  Jesus 

was not avoiding Samaritans, but intentionally walking toward the lepers. 
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Jesus never does anything for Himself.  Every step, every word and work, is for others.  He goes 

out of His way to rescue the people He loves.  And this doesn’t mean that Jesus was just 

inconvenienced, it means that He endured terrible suffering.  There is nothing in this for Him 

other than the joy of rescuing you.  “For the joy that was set before Him, He endured the 

cross.”  Jesus’ leaving heaven and becoming mortal, His suffering the needs of humanity, His 

obedience to the Law of Moses, His travels and ministry, His bloody sweat, betrayal, and arrest, 

His wounds from the whip, the crown of thorns, and nails, His burial and His resurrection, were 

all for you.   

 

And the God of heaven and earth still goes out of His way for you.  He rules the affairs of men in 

order to discipline you as His children, to protect you from evil, to strengthen your faith, and to 

rescue you from sin and death.  He comes each Divine Service to speak to you, to forgive and 

strengthen you, to give you His sacred body and blood, and bless you.  He deigns to be present 

with you in your baptism to kill the Old Adam, to raise in you a new person, to resist the evil 

one, preparing you for the Day of Judgment, for your resurrection to eternal life.  He doesn’t do 

this for His own good, as if we could offer Him anything that He needed or wanted!  It’s only out 

of His love for you. 

 

And as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted 

up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”   

 

In those days there was no cure for leprosy.  It was a seriously painful and disgusting disease 

which mutilated the body, causing skin and sometimes extremities to fall off.  It caused 
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deformities and blindness.  It often ended in death.  Lepers were cast out of society, their homes 

and synagogues.  They were unclean and had to keep their distance from all people.  They had to 

wait, either for the illness to go away on its own or to die.   

 

In the liturgy of the Divine Service we put ourselves in the place of those lepers.  We repeatedly 

lift up our voices saying, “Lord, have mercy on us!”  When Isaiah saw the throne of God, he 

cried out loud, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips!”  

When we encounter God, we do so as lepers.  We are unholy.  We live among unholy people.  

We are outcasts, full of sin and death.  We are afflicted with disease.  Our bodies are giving out 

and giving up.  But that does not keep us from crying out for salvation.   

 

The lepers believed in Jesus’ mercy.  They trusted in Him to heal them.  They knew He came to 

and for sinners.  They cried out and put their hope in Him.  This in itself would’ve been difficult.  

Leprosy spreads into the mouth and lungs.  It would’ve been painfully difficult just to speak in a 

regular voice.  But the lepers were desperate.  They knew they could hope in nothing and nobody 

else.  They lifted their voices as loudly as they could make them.   

 

We make the same cries in the beginning of our service.  The Lord Himself is coming to meet 

us!  He alone can help us!  Lord, have mercy upon us!  Christ, have mercy upon us!  Lord, have 

mercy upon us!  We are desperate.  We are sick unto death and only He can save us.  We dare 

not come near him on our own because we are unclean.  We cry from a distance.   
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When Jesus saw them He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.”  And as 

they went they were cleansed. 

 

All the lepers had to go on was Jesus’ Word.  And Jesus didn’t perform some fancy ritual.  He 

didn’t give some magical incantation.  Nothing to impress, nothing to prove, nothing to tickle 

their imagination.  They weren’t healed yet.  Only by faith they would have to trust Jesus’ Word, 

journeying – limping and dragging their partially dead limbs, stumbling half-blind – toward the 

priests in the Temple with bandaged faces and hands and feet.  Slowly staggering, with aching 

bodies and burning skin.  But as they went, they were cleansed. 

 

We have nothing to go on but God’s Word.  We are splashed with water and have God’s name 

spoken over us and we are to go firmly believing that we have just had an exorcism.  The devil 

has been thrown out; our Old Adam has been put to death; and we’ve been raised with Christ a 

newly-born person.  We hear the words, “I forgive you your sins,” and we are to go in peace 

believing that our guilt is entirely taken away.  We go out…back to our homes, workplaces, 

schools, and communities cleansed, set free from sin and death, rescued from the devil.  We go 

out with Christ’s full healing power, even before we see the fulfillment, before all diseases go 

away, before we are freed from sin forever, before we are raised from death.   

 

We go in peace and joy with His mighty Word and we are healed along the way.  The Lord 

clothes and feeds us.  He sends family, fellow Christians, doctors, neighbors, workers, and good 

government, all to help us.  He rescues us again and again.  Even when we depart in death, the 



5 

 

Lord sends His angels to bear us up to eternal life.  All along the way, in the journey and when 

it’s complete, we are healed. 

 

Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud 

voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. 

 

All truly God-pleasing praise happens in this way.  God isn’t pleased when we worship Him out 

of obligation or because of tradition.  The mere performance of giving Him thanks without faith 

makes a mockery of God and all that He’s done for us.  Empty praise makes God angry.  But all 

the heavens rejoice over one sinner who repents, over the thanksgiving of a pure heart, a heart 

full of faith by the Holy Spirit.  God is pleased and truly praised when we respond to His grace 

spontaneously with thanksgiving.   

 

The leper did not even get to the priest at the temple.  As soon as he was healed, he turned right 

around without a second thought and ran to his priest, Jesus Christ, the Great High Priest of all 

mankind.  The priests of the temple couldn’t make a person well again.  This Priest truly 

mediated between God and man, bringing God’s powerful grace to work in him.   

 

May we do the same with our Great High Priest when we are healed, either in the body or soul or 

both.  Let the Lord’s praise be constantly upon your lips, for He is continuously carrying you 

with His grace.  Turn away from self-praise and a reliance on works or from letting your works 

keep you from worship.  Turn back and fall at the feet of Jesus daily in prayer and song.   
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The leper no longer kept his distance, He came right up to the feet of Jesus because He had been 

cleansed.  Having been baptized and forgiven, we also are invited to draw near to Jesus.  We 

even eat with Him and receive His body and blood for our salvation.  We are no longer outcasts; 

we are His family. 

 

Now he was a Samaritan.  Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed?  Where are the 

nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 

 

This detail comes now at the end of the story.  It’s the punch line – but not in a joke – in a long, 

long tragedy.  The people closest to God, favored by Him and chosen to have the Messiah, have 

rejected God and spurned the Messiah.  In their history they cried out to God and remembered 

Him in their troubles, but forgot Him as soon as He delivered them.  They turned back to other 

gods and trusted in their own works.  The other lepers forgot all about Jesus and returned to life 

as usual.  They returned to the Law of Moses, not to Christ the fulfillment of the Law.  But in an 

unexpected turn of events, a Samaritan returned.  The one who had rejected God’s presence in 

the temple returned to the temple of God in the body of Jesus.  The one who had no respect for 

Jerusalem priests came to the Great High Priest.  The most unclean of them all, unclean of body 

and soul, inside and out, returned to Christ completely healed.  The Gospel had healed Him.  

Christ came for the Samaritan, the foreigner, the Gentile…He came for us.  

 

Where are the others whom Jesus has healed?  Where are all the baptized, the catechized and 

confirmed?  Where are the cleansed souls?  Is there not even a hundred on our own books, 

baptized members who’ve never returned?  Most have forgotten.  Those who care more about 
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their own work, wealth, success, who love their lives in this world will not return.  They have 

returned to a leprosy of the heart.  Though outwardly they are clean, inwardly they are like 

tombs. 

 

The majority of those who hear the Word will not return.  The seeds fall on the path, rocky soil, 

and among thorns, as well as good soil.  But the Samaritans will return.  The lowly, sin-sick 

outcasts, those rejected by the world, will come with joyful singing.  We had nowhere else to 

turn but to Christ, and He healed us.  We poor, unworthy souls have been adopted by God 

Himself and live as His favored children!  Let us never leave His side!  Abide in Christ, bathe in 

His baptismal grace, feed on His body and blood, drink the living water of His Word!  Never 

thirst again!   

 

And Jesus said to the Samaritan, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 

I like the original Greek better, which says, “your faith has saved you.”  This leaves it kind of 

ambiguous.  Saved from what?  From leprosy?  From death?  Yes, but more than that.  From 

eternal death; from hell.  But both are important to Christ.  He not only wants to save the soul, 

but the body as well.  That’s why Christ came and rose and ascended in the body and soul of 

man: to rescue both from death.  Look at what we receive by faith alone!  Simply in believing we 

have been awarded eternal, priceless treasure!  The nine lepers left with bodily healing and 

through ceremonial washing, the priests restored them to their earthly homes and communities, 

but the one Samaritan was cleansed inside and out by His Priest and sanctified for a heavenly 

home.  He was restored to the holy people of God from all generations, the saints of heaven and 
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earth, to angels and archangels, and to God the Father of us all.  The Samaritan is the only one 

who departs truly restored. 

 

Your sins are forgiven by the blood of Christ!  You are clean.  Your faith has saved you.  You 

have been brought into the eternal family of Christ’s Holy Church. 

 

Lord, now You let your servant go in peace; Your Word has been fulfilled.  My own eyes have 

seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of every people: A light to reveal you to 

the nations and the glory of Your people Israel.  Amen. 


