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Nearly all worldviews have some kind of end times apocalypse.  By apocalypse, I mean a 

prophetic revelation, in which the forces of good (or God Himself) triumph over the forces of 

evil in a cataclysmic event.  For example, the Book of Revelation is an apocalypse.  The first 

words of the book from the Greek read: “The Apocalypse of Jesus Christ.”  In it, John receives a 

special revelation of Christ’s Triumph over sin, Satan, and the powers of the world. 

 

I recently read a New York Times opinion article entitled “The Problem with the Islamic 

Apocalypse,” that said if people believed a little less in a literal apocalypse and understood more 

of the spirit of the law than the letter, than religious people like conservative Muslims, Jews, and 

Christians would be more humble and focus more on mercy, love, and peace.  The article 

focused more of its attention on conservative Islam, but indicated that Jews and Christians can 

have the same problem, if they believe that the Messiah is returning in Judgment to separate His 

followers from unbelievers.  The author wrote that the belief that you are part of the special 

group of those who will be saved is not piety, it’s vanity. 

 

The author is partly right, but misses a key point, and therefore he draws the wrong conclusion.  

True, some people have given themselves elite status over others because they saw themselves as 

favored by God and have violently tried to bring about God’s final victory over the world.  But 

the author misses the fact that there have been very many people who believed in a literal 
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apocalypse and – for that very reason – showed more love and mercy to others, giving up this 

world’s comforts and suffering greatly in order to help others. 

 

When Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes, “Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities!  

All is vanity,” he was not talking about belief in the literal interpretation of the apocalypse.  In 

fact, one could just as easily be vain and believe in no apocalypse.  I mean, to what do worldly 

goods lead without knowledge of a God who will come in judgment?  Vanity!  -Greed, 

selfishness, gluttony, laziness, oppression, and so forth. 

 

Solomon continues, “What does man gain by all the toil at which he toils under the sun?”  

Vanity!  The root of the problem is the belief that my works can endure, that they can earn my 

favored status on the Day of Judgment or that it is up to me to help God triumph over evil.  That 

is vanity.  As if I had the ability to impress God or change the outcome of the world or cause the 

kingdom of God to come!  But many religions believe that.  Only true, orthodox Christianity 

does not.   

 

Solomon said that a reliance on works is vanity.  After all, we all die and our works are 

forgotten.  We work hard for treasures which are simply left to the next person who didn’t earn 

them.  And in the end, as Solomon concludes, “God will bring every deed into judgement, with 

every secret thing, whether good or evil.”  God’s triumph over evil, therefore, does not begin 

with me triumphing over everyone or everything that is evil.  It begins with God triumphing over 

me.   
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But we have a hard time believing that.  The flesh wants us to interpret the signs of the end times 

to mean that the problem is with everyone else, that others are more in need of saving than we 

are.  That’s why we can spend all day complaining about the state of the world and no more than 

a few seconds confessing our own sins.  The flesh makes us quick to judge the actions and 

motivations of others.  It loves faultfinding and holding records of wrongs.  It loves to criticize, 

but hates to admit, without any excuses, its own guilt. 

 

In our Malachi reading, you might have found it jarring to hear the words, “And you shall tread 

down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet.”  You might think, this kind 

of language is precisely what the Times author was talking about!  But you have to read all of 

Malachi and not just this verse.  It is not full of praises for God’s people and a condemnation of 

the rest.  Malachi is a long list of charges against God’s people particularly.  Anyone who does 

not repent, including those who thought they were God’s elite people, would find themselves 

among those ashes.  But the small, humbled, suffering Church within Israel would one day have 

the victory over all who oppressed them.  They themselves wouldn’t win their victory through 

uprising and rebellion.  God, who forgave their sins, would by His own coming, triumph over all 

evil.  And He graciously invites everyone who would believe to share His victory. 

 

A wrong apocalyptic belief could lead to sin.  Take for example the Thessalonians.  It is not a 

coincidence that the Thessalonians had misunderstandings of the apocalypse and problems with 

laziness.  Because some believed that either Christ had already come or that He was coming at 

any moment, some became lazy and decided “What’s the point of working?” 
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In our day, there is a prevailing apocalyptic belief related to Global Warming.  Now, you can be 

a Christian and believe what you want about the natural cause of Global Warming or whether it 

exists.  This is not a theological belief.  It’s scientific.  Look at all the science critically and make 

your judgment.  But there are those who turn this science into their own religious preaching.  It is 

the belief that ultimately man is the one who can either save the world or destroy it and that man 

is spiraling the earth into a cataclysmic event in which it would become destroyed and 

uninhabitable.  And the only answer is to convert or control those who doubt their conclusions.  

They look angrily down on those who disagree as though they were utterly ignorant fools.  Thus, 

they fall into vanity.  But we Christians need to step back and approach this issue with much 

more humility. 

 

A few points we should remember as Christians: 

 

First, the earth is going to be destroyed.  The world will be set ablaze and the heavens shaken, 

Scripture says.  This is not an excuse to throw our hands up and say, “Oh well, don’t need to care 

for the creation then.”  You’d still be misunderstanding the Christian apocalyptic then.  The point 

is that all of mankind’s efforts to save the world will not keep it from the destruction leading up 

to the Last Day.  The prophets, Christ, and the Apostles all warned of the signs of the end, which 

would include earthly disasters of the sky and land and seas.  These things must come before the 

end, whether we leave a “zero footprint” or not. 

 

Secondly, all cataclysmic events, though they are brought by the power of God, do come because 

of man’s sin.  Genesis three gave the punishments for Adam’s sin: the earth would produce 
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thorns and thistles and all people would die.  Romans 8 says that the whole creation is in 

bondage to corruption because of man’s sin.  Therefore, even more urgent than a call to reducing 

CO2 emissions or things like that is a call for the world to repent and believe in Christ. 

 

Thirdly, God uses disasters to make us fear God’s judgment and bring us to repentance.  Even 

disasters upon other people in other places should not make us look down on them, but repent of 

our own sins, for we are not more worthy than others.  Jesus said, “Why do you think those men 

died when the tower of Siloam fell?  Were they worse sinners?  No.  But unless you repent, you 

will likewise perish.”  And in the Old Testament the Lord continually said to His people when 

they suffered drought and famine, “Repent, and see if I will not open the floodgates of My mercy 

and sent you rain and good harvest.”  Certainly, there would’ve been some among Israel who 

remained faithful during those times.  But God called the whole nation to repent.   

 

Fourth, we don’t use any of these points as an excuse to be lazy or wicked caretakers of the 

earth.  The command of God to have dominion over creation should be enough to make us aware 

of the importance that we would live like good rulers over this earth and not like tyrants.  But, 

unlike those who act like there is no God, we care for the earth not in order to avoid a man-made 

apocalypse or because we do not trust in God to care for us, but because God does care for us.  

We do it in thanksgiving because God in His mercy has given us this earth and all its resources 

as a gift.  We make good, environmental choices because we love our God and our neighbor, not 

because we need to conquer evil or save the world by our works.  Oppression begins with those 

kinds of ideas.   
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I say these things because there has become almost a religious apocalyptic view associated with 

Global Warming that we should avoid which has the potential to cause hatred, anger, or 

unnecessary fear in people and a lack of trust in God.  A change in lifestyle without a change in 

heart will not change the outcome of our human race.  Again, you can believe what you want 

about the science, but remember that the God who is in all things and works through all things is 

accessible by prayer. 

 

The Christian understanding of the apocalypse is not vain or oppressive or violent, mainly 

because of the apocalypse that has already happened.  God did come down and gave Himself for 

the world.  He dwelled in the flesh on earth and offered body and soul, reputation and honor, 

wealth and glory, to defeat our enemies.  The Lord of heaven and earth humbled Himself in 

order to save the mankind and the creation from vanity, suffering on the cross under the 

judgment of God.  The darkening of the sun, earthquakes, thunder and lightning, and the opening 

of graves signaled the apocalypse.  Even the centurion was not too blind to see it, who said, 

“Surely this was the Son of God.”  And Jesus overcame it all on the third day because no disaster 

could prevent the innocent Son of God from destroying the power of the curse of this world.  He 

came out of the grave proclaiming peace in the forgiveness of sins. 

 

The Sun of righteousness has risen with healing in His wings!  He offers a new life free from the 

curse of sin and death.  He offers reconciliation with the God of the apocalypse, the God of 

creation.  He gives us His own holy, Body and Blood as His will and testament to us that, 

although disaster will come, that will not be the end of us.  By the power of His Word we will 

endure every evil and win the crown of life. 
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Our time is short.  Therefore, show love and mercy to everyone, giving sacrificially as Christ has 

you.  You know you don’t need to cling to the things that are perishing, use them for the good of 

others.  Care for this world which Christ has redeemed.  Do not grow weary in doing good.  Do 

not fear the future, or any person or thing, but love everyone and pray for your enemies.  Christ 

has won the victory already and all things are ruled by His gracious power. 

 

If we are reconciled to God by Jesus’ blood, we should not live in terror for the end of the world.  

On the day of dread we will go out leaping like calves from the stall, for no more will we be 

oppressed by man or disaster or death.  All groaning of creation will turn to rejoicing, as the Sun 

of righteousness returns and brings new life and light and glory to all who await His appearing.  

The trees will clap their hands, the lion will lie down with the lamb, the seas will be still, and 

God will be our light and life forever.  Amen. 


