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At first glace our Gospel reading seems a little out of place for this time of year.  End times and 

judgment?  Sure, that goes well with the end of the Church Year.  Other themes might include 

something on harvest or preparation for Christ’s coming or something like that.  But a reading on 

the passion of the Christ seems better suited for Lent and Holy Week.  But it is actually well-

suited for today and I hope to show you why. 

 

One of the common mistakes people make in the celebration of Good Friday is that they treat it 

like a funeral for Jesus.  It can become more about feeling sorry for Jesus and weeping over His 

suffering and the injustice of it than a weeping over our sins that put Him there.  If we only weep 

for Jesus, then we’re misunderstanding the whole reason for His suffering and death, for Jesus’ 

death was a victory over death, His suffering a victory for our redemption.  That’s why it is 

called Good Friday.  It is a good day for all who believe in Him because God’s judgment passed 

over the world’s sins to His Son Jesus.   

 

So, as the women were weeping for Jesus when He was being led up to Golgotha, He told them, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.”  

Jesus was going toward His victory.  He was winning the battle.  He would be raised from the 

grave on the third day.  But those who rejected God’s Son had a worse judgment coming, not 

worse than the wrath of God which Christ suffered on the cross, but worse, perhaps, than 

crucifixion.  Jesus said earlier in Luke 19:43, “The days will come upon you, Jerusalem, when 
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your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 

and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you.  And they will not leave one 

stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”  Accounts of 

the Rome’s destruction of Jerusalem in the year AD 70 are horrifying.  If you read them, it’s 

understandable why they would call the barren and childless blessed and prefer the mountains to 

fall on them. 

 

These women were weeping for the wrong reason.  Christ told the women to weep for 

themselves and their children because of the impending judgment.  They should weep for their 

sins and their children’s sins.  Jesus’ crucifixion wasn’t just another example of injustice or the 

cruelty of the Romans or the Jewish leaders.  They had all rejected God’s Son and crucified Him.  

Their sins put Him on the cross.  And God’s judgment was coming for them.  Either they could 

find their salvation in Christ crucified and make Him their cornerstone, or they could reject that 

stone and it would crush them and their children.  One can either be saved by the cross or it can 

become the sign by which one is condemned.  Jesus warned them to be prepared for the coming 

judgment. 

 

Jesus’ words are also a warning for us today.  If you only weep for Jesus on Good Friday and not 

for your sins, you’re missing the point.  If you weep for the dead in a funeral, but not for your 

sins which lead to your own death, you are missing the point.  The dead of God’s elect are with 

Christ and will rise again, but we should make sure that we and our children also are numbered 

with them.  Or, if you celebrate the harvest this week, but are not prepared for the harvest of 
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souls, you’re missing the point.  Likewise, if you spend all Thanksgiving feasting and gorging 

yourselves, but you never give God thanks, you’ve missed the point.   

 

And the biggest irony is the coming Christmas season (which for us is really Advent).  There is 

no time of year more loved and celebrated than Christmas, whether you believe in Jesus or not.  

If you celebrate this season with gift-giving, decorations, music, good food, and all your favorite 

stories and traditions, but you don’t come to receive Christ in the mass, you’ve missed the whole 

point of Christmas.  The Son of God was born of Mary not so that you could celebrate Him!  He 

was born of Mary in order to die for you, so that He could be here to give forgiveness of sins 

through His Word and Sacraments and spare you and your children from the judgment to come.  

Christmas would be no Christmas without Good Friday.  And Christmas would be no Christmas 

without the Son of Man coming down to His Church with His gifts.  It would be tragic for you 

and your children to celebrate the birth of Jesus with all of the bells and whistles and yet ignore 

His actual coming in the Word and with His Body and Blood. 

 

The women weeping for Jesus looked as though they were doing a good thing.  They appeared 

loving, pious, and righteous with their weeping.  They were full of good works.  But they were 

not prepared for the judgment of God.  Many during this holiday season also will be full of good 

works and seen as pious and loving.  But when the Son of Man comes, at an hour only God 

knows, the judgment will come swiftly upon the heads of those who did not repent. 

 

That is why we baptize Skylar today.  We don’t do it because it’s a nice family tradition.  We do 

it because Jesus says, “Weep for yourselves and your children.”  Like all of us, Skylar was born 
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with the sin of Adam and would be forever condemned if Christ did not claim her as His own.  

But Christ Jesus wept and suffered for her, took her sins to the cross, and won her redemption.  

And so, Michael and Mikayla have brought her to the waters of salvation so that weeping would 

turn to joy, for in baptism Skylar is filled with the Holy Spirit, who has cleansed her from sin, 

clothed her with the righteousness of Christ, and set her apart as a daughter of God.  In Baptism, 

Christ turns our weeping into joyous laughter over ourselves and our children.  We poor, 

miserable sinners are counted as holy and righteous children of God!   

 

Recognizing our sins and our children’s sin, we bring our families to receive the salvation of 

God.  When we abide in the Word, we abide in Christ, the living Vine, attached to which we will 

bear much fruit.  If we do not abide in Christ we wither and dry up and become the chaff which 

burns easily.  We will not endure the power of Satan and the trouble of this world.  Our Old 

Adam will regain mastery over us and we will suffer eternal death.  A living vine, when the 

wood is fresh and green, will not so easily burn.  We will suffer trials in this life: pain, sorrow, 

tragedy, sickness, and death, but Christ, who overcame death, will give us the grace to endure 

and overcome.  We can be pruned and burned in this life; we can face the winter of our last days; 

and we will not die.  For we are green with the living Spirit within us and the Body and Blood of 

the Son of God coursing through our veins.  We have the creating Word to give new life.  He 

will use even those things which would bring death to make us stronger and give us more life.  

He will turn every evil thing into blessing, so that even the barren and childless can rejoice.  

Every time we are humbled and weakened, God will show how strong is His love and mighty is 

His salvation.  Christ will fight for us by our side to destroy the schemes of the devil and the 
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power of sin and the terrors of this world.  He will vanquish our enemies and guard us with 

legions of angels until we are rescued from all evils and live forever without them. 

 

All who have been washed by the blood of the Lamb will laugh for themselves and for their 

children.  They will leap for joy and sing His praises at His coming.  For they will see the 

fulfilment of Christ’s words: “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.  Blessed are 

you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as 

evil, on account of the Son of Man!  Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your 

reward is great in heaven!” 


