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“If your God is real, why doesn’t He prove it?”  Ever heard that question?  It is sort of a slap in 

the face to a God who created the universe and made man and woman in His own image, and 

then appeared to them in the form of man and angels, burning bush, pillar of fire, who thundered 

from Mt. Sinai, who gave wondrous signs through miracles and plaques, spoke to Patriarchs and 

prophets, and confirmed His Word and kept His promises time and time again.  But of course, 

the question isn’t really concerned with history.  After all, how can I know that this history is 

real?  I wasn’t there.  (Although we will more easily believe a lot of history that is much less 

grounded in fact).  The question really means, “Why doesn’t God prove Himself to me 

personally, right now?”  As if God owes it to every individual in every time in history to prove 

Himself.  But God, despite not owing mankind anything, has indeed come down out of love for 

us. 

 

If the history of Israel proves anything, it is that no matter how God shows Himself, mankind 

will not believe Him.  God gave the ten plagues of Egypt, led them by a pillar of fire across the 

Red Sea on dry land, and shortly after, they made a calf out of gold and worshipped it saying, 

“This is the God who brought you out of Egypt.”  God fed them with bread from heaven; gave 

them water out of a rock; made them victories over any enemies that stood in their way; and 

what did they do?  They took in the idols of their defeated enemies and worshipped them.  It 

wasn’t as though they stopped believing in the existence of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob.  Oh, they knew He was real all right!  Make no mistake!  But the God of Abraham, 
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Yahweh is His name, would not conform to their image.  They wanted Him to do and say what 

they wanted.  They wanted God to give them food and water when they wanted food and water, 

and to give them the kind of food they desired.  They wanted God to fight for them in the battles 

that would give them glory, not when the odds were stacked against them.  When they wanted a 

king, they demanded it of Him (even though they had God Himself for their king).  When they 

wanted to be immoral, they found the gods that would allow and even encourage immorality.  

And their sins led them to their downfall. 

 

-Which is why God appeared to them and spoke to them in the first place.  It was not in order to 

prove His existence.  Even Pharaoh, the Canaanites, King Nebuchadnezzar and Darius of 

Babylon, and many others acknowledged His existence.  God came down to them in order that 

they would find true life and prosper.  God didn’t need their worship or acknowledgement.  He’s 

God.  He doesn’t need yours either.  He’s God.  Everything comes from Him.  You can’t give 

Him anything He doesn’t have.  But He wants your heart because He loves you and knows that 

your sin leads to misery and death, but His way leads to eternal life.   

 

So, God came in the most tangible, approachable way when He became man in Jesus Christ.  He 

lived, spoke, and performed many miracles, even raising the dead.  When Jesus rode into 

Jerusalem on a donkey like King Solomon of old, people recognized Him as the Christ.  Even the 

Pharisees secretly knew who He was.  They proved it by trying to cover up the resurrection.  But 

everyone wanted a different Christ, even the disciples who later fled from Him and denied Him.  

They didn’t want the kingdom of life God was giving them, a kingdom that was not of this 

world.  They didn’t want a change of life.  They wanted a better life of their own making.  They 
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wanted political power and independence, they wanted reputation and glory, they wanted 

happiness and wealth.  And they wanted God to affirm and defend their lifestyle and choices on 

the path to these things.  But that was not what Jesus came to do.  He came to rescue us from the 

path to self-destruction.  Our sins lead away from the God who gives life and blessing.  They 

make an eternal separation between us the and God of life. 

 

God knew the world would reject His Son.  They had rejected Him without fail since the Fall of 

Adam and Eve.  God played right into our rejection of Him in order to win our lives for us.  His 

own beloved Son would be rejected and crucified by us in order to offer His perfect, holy life of 

devotion to the Heavenly Father for our self-serving, idolatrous lives, so that whoever believes in 

Him – not whoever believes in His existence, but whoever clings to His life and puts their trust 

in His sacrifice for their sins – will be reunited with God and saved and have life eternally. 

 

So, Jesus rides into Jerusalem rides the Son of God on a donkey, in front of thousands of 

spectators.  Believers and unbelievers, friends and enemies watched.  Some honored and 

worshipped Him, others wondered who He was, and others, knowing Him, hated Him and 

plotted to kill Him.  Still, Jesus rode on to be the king of all, dying for all of them.  And when He 

rose from the dead, appearing to the Roman guards, the apostles and disciples, and more than 

500 others, the Pharisees and scribes lied to cover it up and the Roman guards took bribes, but 

everyone who received peace in the forgiveness of sins were changed.  Timid, often clueless and 

sometimes backstabbing disciples suddenly became bold proclaimers of the Gospel, even 

suffering torture and death because of their witness of Jesus’ resurrection.  What happened?  

Their hearts were made alive by the Spirit from being self-serving to serving sacrificially others 



4 

 

in the name of God.  They new that God and His heaven was their reward and they were willing 

to suffer all in order that others may enter it.  And they have received their reward in heaven.   

 

It’s very convenient to be an atheist or agnostic person.  All you have to do is play the proof card 

and you can go right on living the way you want to live.  Those who do not believe in Christ do 

not want to believe in Christ, some perhaps because they know that Jesus isn’t this convenient, 

affirming type of person that many make Him out to be.  You must renounce your old ways and 

life, deny yourself instead of affirm yourself, pick up your cross, and follow Him. 

 

But this isn’t just a problem of self-proclaimed atheists and agnostics.  The biggest scandal is 

that this is often the problem with Christians who hypocritically choose to sin and neglect love.  

And by love I don’t mean some generic, whatever-you-want-love-to-be sort of thing.  I mean 

love that follows the commandments and puts God’s will and the needs of my neighbor above 

my own.  Christians intellectually solve this hypocritical life in one of two ways: They either 

deny the truth of Christ’s Word or they believe that the Gospel is some sort of trump card (or 

both).   

 

In the first way, some will critically look at the Scriptures and choose what they want to believe 

out of it.  Whatever sounds nice and is something they want to keep, they believe in it, but 

whatever is controversial or not nice sounding or undesirable for whatever reason, they leave out.  
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In the second way, some claim to believe all of Scripture, but do not worry that their lives 

contradict it.  They say things like “God is love” and “I am forgiven,” as if the Gospel is some 

kind of trump card that lets God ignore my sin and lets me keep on sinning. 

 

Both ways make God into something He isn’t: a God to simply affirm you and make you feel 

good about yourselves.  Whenever a Christian willfully sins against God, they are making an idol 

in their own image. 

 

This problem among Christians isn’t something new, as we read in St. Paul’s letter to the 

Romans today, “Let us cast off works of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”  St. Paul wasn’t writing to unbelievers here. 

 

Let none of these things or other forms of idolatry be found in you, lest you separate yourselves 

from the God of life and spurn the salvation Christ has won for you!  You can believe in Jesus’ 

existence and still reject Him and lose God’s grace.  While it is still day, while God is still 

coming down to His people through the humble means of the Gospel, repent.  Do not wait until 

Christ returns in judgment.  Then he will not be riding on an animal of peace; He will be riding 

on the clouds, in glory, with angel armies to judge the world of its sins. 

 

Meet Christ before He comes as judge.  Meet Him in His Gospel message.  Be clothed with His 

righteousness in baptism and receive the Holy Spirit.  Partake of His Holy Body and Blood, 
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which were given and shed for your salvation.  And do not reject God’s grace by returning to 

your former lives, to works of darkness which lead away from the living God.  Do not make 

Christ into anything but your Lord and Savior, because, apart from that, He will be your judge.   

 

Put your faith in Jesus who suffered and died for you.  His message of salvation is a free gift to 

you, earned by His precious blood.  Christ will clothe you with the armor of light to endure the 

Day of Judgment.  You will be counted righteous, not because of your works, but because in 

your baptism you have put on Christ and are forgiven in His name.  Believe in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you won’t have to wait for Him to change your life for the better.  He will send His 

Spirit to fill you with joyful peace and turn your hearts to love your neighbor and follow God’s 

will.  And your neighbor will know that God exists, when He visits the world through you, and 

will rejoice and give Him praise when the Gospel message is spoken.  Amen. 


