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A happy Thanksgiving to all of you!  May God give you a heart of contentment and peace in all 

the blessings which the Lord gives in His mercy!   

 

We cannot fathom how generous our God is with us.  It is impossible to know all of the ways in 

which our God has sustained us, guarded us from evil and prevented disaster, rescued us out of 

times of trial, and showered us with gifts above and well beyond what we need.  The Small 

Catechism says that God gives daily bread to all people even evil people.  What is meant by 

daily bread?  Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of the 

body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout 

husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, 

good weather, peace, health, self-control (that’s a gift that goes unappreciated!), good reputation, 

good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.  Today is a day that helps us realize what we have 

from God through Jesus Christ, so that we would receive God’s gifts with thanksgiving. 

 

As you know, we tend to overlook our blessings and focus on what we don’t have.  It is truly 

remarkable that in such a prosperous country we do this, but we do.  The more generous our God 

is, the more ungrateful His people become.  We can never be truly content.  People find more 

contentment in impoverished countries than we do in the United States because they’ve actually 

had to rely only on God for survival.  They know what is most important in life.  The history of 

Israel in the Old Testament can give witness to that.  When Israel prospered, they turned to 
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idolatry and forgot their God, but they remembered Him during a plague or enemy invasion.  

Consequently, God had to fill their calendars with festivals and offerings so that their hearts 

would not forget Him. 

 

It’s ironic that Thanksgiving kick starts the most discontented season of the year.  We’ve hardly 

thanked God for what we have before we are online or in the stores frantically going after what 

we don’t have.  We can’t stop thinking of the things we need to buy.  I would wager that most of 

you have thought of something you need to get already during this Thanksgiving service!  

…What if I challenged you not to buy anything (besides food) today through Sunday?  Do you 

think you could do it? 

 

…Not that we can ever set aside enough time or praise God or do enough good to give God 

proper thanks.  In the offertory we sing, “What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to 

me?”  The answer is that there is nothing we can offer worthy of it.  We simply give Him thanks, 

keep on praying for what we need, and receive God’s gifts, as it says, “I will offer the sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, and will call on the name of the Lord.  I will take the cup of salvation and will call 

on the name of the Lord.”  Our Small Catechism says under the First Article of the Creed that 

God gives all things to us “only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or 

worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.” 

 

We are, according to our sinful nature, selfish and greedy people.  We’ve made idols of 

everything God gives to us.  It is a wonder that the Lord gives us anything and yet He gave His 

most precious treasure to us: His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ.  Only He could overcome 
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temptation’s power and render God proper thanks and He did so by offering His perfect, holy life 

on the cross for ours.  His longing was only for the Father’s will, to rescue us from a slavery to 

discontentment and desire, which is death, and give us the gift that gives true peace and 

happiness: eternal life. 

 

Whatever good you have today, be it a lot or a little, whether turkey or salmon or Cracker Barrel 

or leftover pizza, remember that all the good you have points to something much greater.  At the 

harvest of souls on the Last Day you will join a heavenly feast that has no end.  You think the 

food is good now!  If you have family and friends with you today, it should remind you of the 

great reunion to come with Christ and all the saints of God.  Those family members whom you 

miss and are with the Lord?  You will be with them.  It is unimaginable what that Thanksgiving 

will be like!  Our best life is ahead of us in which everything is done in thanksgiving, in peace, in 

joy, and there is no lack or discontentment.   

 

Not only so, but you have God’s promise that He will sustain you until you reach that place.  As 

St. Paul wrote, “God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus.”  He will not allow the devil or world to snatch away your blessing, even if they take 

every earthly comfort away.  God will not forget you nor neglect you.  He will give you each day 

your daily bread and give you the Bread of Life through His Word and Sacraments until you 

attain what He promised. 

 

So, search the Scriptures more than Amazon.  Lay your offerings at the feet of the poor and 

needy and not the altar of American prosperity.  And celebrate today with great joy and 
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contentment.  You have the greatest treasures heaven could buy!  You have eternal peace in the 

forgiveness of sins.  Feast and celebrate your union with God with the fruits of His creation, 

which Christ redeemed by His blood. 

 

A very blessed Thanksgiving to you all! 

  


