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“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel.”   

 

It’s not possible to thank God enough for this miracle.  God could’ve easily become an angel and 

had far more glory and honor.  He also could’ve chosen to become man and stayed in heaven, 

away from our gloomy world.  He could’ve chosen an elite and wealthy family in which to be 

born.  But God wanted to be with us.  So, he bestowed on mankind the greatest honor we could 

ever have.  God came into our world and became a human being.  He became our brother in 

suffering, temptation, and death. 

 

It is a wonder that God humbled Himself so much that Joseph could not have recognized God 

from any other infant boy, unless he was told by an angel.  The throne of heaven flanked by 

cherubim and seraphim was also in Mary’s womb.  Later, the One before whom angels cover 

their faces would be gazed upon by animals and approached by mangy shepherds.  All this to 

show the magnitude of His love for us, that we would believe in Him. 

 

Luther said in one of his house-sermons on Christmas, “Now if we human beings properly 

consider this fact, and if we could wholeheartedly believe this [the incarnation], then such 

inexpressible grace and blessing from our dear Lord God should give us very great joy, and 

should drive us to thank Him with our whole hearts and move us to gladly obey His will and to 

lead godly lives.”   
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But we are hardly moved by it or even think about it.  Luther told this fictional story: “Once 

upon a time the devil attended Mass in a church where it was customary to sing in the Creed: Et 

Homo factus est, that is, “God’s Son became a human being.”  While they were singing this, the 

people just remained standing and did not kneel down.  The devil was so incensed, that he 

slammed his fist into one man’s mouth, saying ‘You boorish bum, aren’t you ashamed to just 

stand there like a post and refuse to kneel for joy?  If God had become OUR brother, as He did 

become YOUR brother, our joy would be so great that we wouldn’t know what to do with 

ourselves.” –Indeed, if I might add, look at how much joy the angels expressed when God 

became human being.  They sang “Glory to God in the Highest!”  How much more joy, then, 

should we human beings have, since God is OUR brother? 

 

We should stop everything we are doing this week and gather Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

to sing His praises and honor.  Surely coming together to welcome the Son of God and Son of 

Man in His Word and Sacraments and to confess our faith in Him is the least we can do for the 

gift of the incarnation.  We should never be too busy to receive Him any time of the year.  After 

all, the eternal God, who upholds the universe with His power, took the time to become man for 

us.  And He still chooses to come down to common sinners and give us His grace. 

 

Every time we get to the phrase “He was made man” in the creed, we ought to pause and 

consider what this means for us.  But we usually mouth the words as though it were just one 

more historical detail, even though this wonderful mystery is our priceless treasure.  Because 

God is man, God is our companion and Savior whenever we are suffering, tempted, or dying.  
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God is for us when everything seems against us.  God is the friend and defender of the human 

race, so that no one should have to fear what man, nature, or devil can do.   

 

But instead we mouth the words, “He became man” and immediately forget that we said them.  

And we go out and live like we don’t believe them.  That is, God suffered unimaginable 

humiliation to become like us.  He became our servant without complaint, but in joy for the 

salvation He was going to win for us.  But we complain to no end about what little suffering we 

endure, the chores we have to do, and comforts we don’t have.  We are often ungrateful for 

God’s gifts: our children and spouses, our work, our homes, and our country, although God had 

no home, His family rejected Him, and His nation was occupied by the Romans.  We have no 

thanks for our elected government officials, but the Lord had to endure the murderous King 

Herod.  We sit in our warm homes with full refrigerators and houses cluttered with things, and 

are anxious about money, although the God of heaven had only swaddling rags.   

 

Not only so, but if God has truly honored mankind by becoming a man, then we ought to treat all 

people as we would treat Christ.  As Christ said, “Whatever you have done to these, you have 

done to me.”  We should gladly suffer to love our families, neighbors, our managers and 

coworkers, and the needy all around us.  We should even willingly serve our enemies and pray 

for them, since we were once enemies of God when Christ became our servant.  If God shares 

their flesh and blood, we know we should help them with all that we have, and gladly endure 

whatever burden it causes us.  What did Joseph do when he found out about Immanuel?  He 

immediately took Mary as his wife and became the guardian of Jesus, although it would’ve 

caused him embarrassment and trouble from their family and friends. 
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Boast only of this gift!  Blessed is every human being because of Jesus Christ!  Your own flesh 

and blood is greater than all of the angels in heaven!  And blessed are those who are baptized 

into Christ, for you are also a new creation!  That means that Jesus Christ is a closer relation to 

you than Adam and Eve.  You are reborn in the image of God and freed from the sin of Adam.  

God becomes your Father and His Spirit dwells in you.  You are a member of Christ’s body, 

which is risen and glorified and reign’s eternally.  Therefore, your flesh and blood will be 

rescued from every disease and pain and humiliation.  You will triumph over death and 

experience the glories of heaven with God as your friend and brother.  Amen. 


