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Last month a short film was released by a Roman Catholic organization called “The Veil 

Removed.”  Its purpose was to renew our appreciation for the Sacrament of the Altar.  In the 

film, a young man walks into a large Catholic church, whose pews are mostly empty (helping the 

audience to right away notice the lack of interest of the world in the Divine Service).  But as the 

service of the Sacrament is beginning, suddenly he sees shining heavenly beings, saints and 

angels, processing down the aisle.  They surround the priest while he speaks the Proper Preface 

saying, “with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

name evermore praising You and saying…” and at once the entire company of heaven with the 

congregation say the Sanctus “Holy, holy, holy” together.  Then, as the Words of Institution are 

spoken, the priest fades away and it is Jesus Himself speaking those words, “This is My Body, 

given for you.  This is My Blood shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  The man looks up 

and above the altar is Christ on the cross, bleeding and the blood is dripping into the chalice.  

Panning out one can see Jesus’ mother Mary kneeling down at the altar and endless angels 

hovering above, glowing with light.  Upon witnessing all this, the young man says with tears in 

his eyes, “My Lord and my God.”   

 

The film helps us appreciate what we believe but cannot see happening during the Eucharist.  I 

don’t want to talk at this time about our difference with Catholic doctrine of the sacrifice of the 

mass which is perhaps depicted here.  But we do affirm and believe that heaven joins with earth 
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in this celebration and that the real presence of Christ’s body and blood are in the sacrament and 

that Christ Himself speaks to us through His Word.   

 

Rarely ever are God’s saints give the spiritual vision to view the invisible work of God.  Only a 

handful of prophets have been given such a sight, but they have given witness to us so that we 

would see by faith in their words.  Thanks to saints like Isaiah, Ezekiel, and John the Evangelist, 

we have visions of the throne in heaven, the defeat of Satan and the judgments of earth, the 

resurrection, and of the New Jerusalem.  Thanks to John the Baptist, we have a vision of 

Baptism.  In the first Christian baptism, the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, John the 

Baptist was able to see and hear the heavenly reality taking place.  John saw heaven opened and 

the Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove and resting upon Jesus.  He heard the voice of 

God the Father saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”   

 

First of all, this vision of John the Baptist teaches us about Jesus.  The sign of the Spirit proved 

that Jesus was the chosen, anointed Christ, sent by God the Father to be the Savior of mankind.  

It made visible Jesus’ ordination by God and proved that His ministry was legitimate and true.  

The voice of the Father also confessed that, while Jesus was true man, He also was the holy Son 

of God, whose pleasing life to the Father would be offered on behalf of us sinners.   

 

Secondly, John’s vision teaches us about our own Baptism.  After all, John the Baptist said, 

“This is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  And Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to Me, therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  And St. Paul wrote in Galatians 3, 
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“For in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized 

into Christ have put on Christ.”  That is, the righteousness of Christ covers your sins and you 

become one with Him in His life, death, and resurrection.  Jesus didn’t need baptism for Himself; 

He did it for you, to give you what baptism promises.  And so, Martin Luther’s Flood Prayer in 

our service of Holy Baptism says, “Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our 

Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed flood and a lavish 

washing away of sin.”  That is, Jesus’ baptism, blesses all of our baptisms, so that we receive the 

blessings which Christ received. 

 

We just sang Luther’s Catechism hymn on Holy Baptism, in which he uses the baptism of Jesus 

to teach us about our baptism.  You would do well to read those stanzas again.  The last stanza 

says, “All that the mortal eye beholds is water as we pour it.  Before the eye of faith unfolds the 

power of Jesus’ merit.  For here it sees the crimson flood to all our ills bring healing; the 

wonders of His precious blood the love of God revealing, assuring His own pardon.” 

 

So, when you see a person baptized you should imagine, yes believe, that heaven is opened; that 

the Holy Spirit is descending and resting on the person; and that the Father is calling the person 

by name as His own child, with whom He is well pleased.  For if God’s holy Son is yours, and 

you have died and risen with Him, then you are holy and God declares you righteous, as though 

you never sinned.  Also, since all persons are under the power of sin and in the kingdom of the 

devil until Christ claims them as His own, one should also envision the devil being cast out in 

baptism, and all the heavenly host rejoicing over the person’s new birth. 

 



4 

 

If only we would all remember and believe this.  Then perhaps I wouldn’t have to track people 

down to have their children baptized.  These parents would be so anxious to have their child 

baptized, they would make arrangements for it even before the child is born, so that, as soon as 

possible, this child would receive this gift.  Not only so, but the parents would treasure the 

blessings of baptism so highly that they would do anything to have their child keep them.  They 

would with all their power make every effort to bring them to church every weekend to hear the 

Gospel and, when ready, to receive the Lord’s Supper.  They would instruct their children in 

God’s Word and mold them by the Gospel so that by daily contrition and repentance they die to 

all sins and evil desires, and, by God’s grace, would emerge and arise to live before God in 

righteousness and purity forever.   

 

But this isn’t only for parents and their children, we would all do well to improve the way we 

nurture our faith in God’s Word.  And we should increase our prayers, knowing that we are 

adopted by God and are His true, beloved children.  We should be confident in our knowledge 

that, if we remain His, God will not treat us in any other way than as a loving father treats his 

child.  We will be forgiven of our sins, guarded from evil, disciplined and strengthened in every 

trial and rescued from them, blessed with support for our bodies and souls, and finally welcomed 

into our home with God.  We should be reminded daily of the holy relationship we have with 

God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in our baptism, so that no doubt or temptation would lead 

us away from Him. 

 

If we would remember and believe in the grace of Baptism, we would also treat our own bodies 

as temples of the Holy Spirit and refrain from overindulging in food and alcohol.  These things 
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aren’t sinful in and of themselves, but abuse of the body is a sin against the fifth commandment, 

which protects the life and health of the body.  We should also be more careful in what we wear 

and how we present ourselves.  We want to show humility and modesty by the way we live and 

speak, and restraint with the desires of the body, so that others are not led astray by our actions 

and so that our hearts would remain with Christ and not with the things of this world.  The same 

goes with what we allow our eyes to see and our bodies to do.  We are to live as holy children of 

God and not treat our bodies like they don’t matter to God and live our lives as though our 

desires mattered most.  There is no “I can do what I want with my body and life,” if we are 

Christ’s and His Spirit dwells in us. 

 

We would also treat our fellow baptized brothers and sisters as though we were all members of 

the same body, the body of Christ.  We would love, support, respect, and speak kindly of all our 

fellow Christians and not dare let any harm come to them or leave them wanting.  We would 

work together to supply the needs of the saints and to support with our prayers, money, time, and 

abilities the ministry of the Gospel which strengthens the Body of Christ and brings more people 

into it.   

 

Let us then open our eyes to the things of God and repent where we have forgotten our Baptism 

and see the wonders of its blessings.  We have died to sin; let us no longer live in it, but walk in 

the new life which Baptism has given us, a life free from the power of sin, death, and the devil.  

Let us return daily to our baptism until faith turns into sight.   
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One day we will see the veil removed.  We will see with our own two eyes heaven opened and 

Christ descending with His angels and the souls who have gone before us.  We who have already 

been spiritually raised in Baptism, will be physically raised with new, holy bodies.  We will hear 

the voice of God speaking and dwell in the light of Christ forever.  One day, the beauty and joy 

and glory of all the visions of the prophets will ours and more so, because they will remain with 

us and will never fade away.  Amen. 


