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I’ve lived in a place where you had to be vigilant if you didn’t want your house broken into.  I 

can remember having dinner with my family and suddenly seeing a thief ride out of our garage 

on my Dad’s bicycle.  We didn’t even leave the garage door open.  It was just unlocked.  And 

while we were home the person managed to sneak in without our notice.  And by the time we 

saw him riding away, it was too late.  Likewise, if you left anything in the front lawn it might as 

well have a “free” sign on it.  We became, therefore, pretty good at cleaning up and locking the 

doors.  If you weren’t vigilant, you could be robbed of everything you have. 

 

“Vigilant” or “vigil” comes from the Latin word “vigilia” which means “to watch.”  It implies 

that you are staying awake while others are sleeping, and intensely watching for something.  

That, of course is not easy to do, especially if you’re the only one awake.  It would be very easy 

to doze off. 

 

The stakes are much higher when it comes to being vigilant for the Day of Judgment.  You 

should rather be robbed of house and home and every penny from your savings, of every 

pleasure, and even of family and friends, rather than to have God as your thief on the Last Day.  

It would be better to suffer without that boyfriend or alcohol or food or wealth – whatever causes 

you to sin.  If God comes as your robber, you will lose them and every material and spiritual 

good for eternity.  He will plunder you until you have nothing left.  Christ says in a parable 
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following our reading that the servants who knew their master’s will but did not get ready or act 

according to His will, will receive a severe beating.   

 

Why am I giving this kind of a message on New Year’s Eve, such a happy time of celebration?  

Because it is precisely at such a time when our Lord will return.  It will be, for most, a time of 

spiritual sleep, of eating and drinking and merry-making.  Christ said in Matthew 24, “As were 

the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days before the flood 

they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered 

the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.”   

 

I also say this now because this is often a time of introspection and planning for the year to 

come.  People often make goals and consider how this year will be different.  Of all times, then, 

this ought to be a time to consider how we can stay dressed for action this year, ready for our 

Lord’s return.  That ought to be the number one priority for the year.  Really every other plan we 

make for this year should have this as its goal.  Thus, for example, if you plan on exercising and 

dieting, the end goal is not about looking good in a bathing suit, it is that you be a good caretaker 

of the body God has given you and would remain healthy for serving Him.  If you plan on taking 

a vacation, the goal is not pleasure by itself (although God may give enjoyment).  The goal is to 

have some time to pause and rejoice in God’s gifts, and to rejuvenate your mind and body to 

serve Him when you return to daily work (That means you should go to church while on 

vacation too).  Or, if your goal is more family time, it is so that you might be able to better serve 
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them and especially teach them God’s Word so that they will be vigilant.  In all things, your goal 

should be to turn away from sin and follow God’s will. 

 

The best way to stay vigilant is to do it with others.  That’s why people have exercise partners or 

in Alcoholics Anonymous they have accountability partners.  It’s easy to backslide when no one 

is with you to motivate you.  God has baptized you into what should be the best support group: 

the Christian Church.  We build each other up in the faith, help each other, serve each other.  We 

keep each other on the narrow way which leads to eternal life.  When someone is distressed you 

encourage them, pray with them, read the Scriptures with them.  When someone sins against 

you, you forgive them.   

 

The hardest is when someone is openly sinning to gently correct them.  We usually make 

excuses not to get involved.  I know how it is.  You think, “Well I’m not their parent or brother 

or sister.  I’m not their pastor.”  Some people in a more judgmental way, think, “If I were their 

parent or pastor, I’d do…such and such.”  But you don’t know what their family and pastor have 

said or done.  These are all excuses anyway to keep us from being hurt.  It’s always safe to say, 

“I don’t need to get involved.”  But these are your brothers and sisters in Christ we are talking 

about!  If you saw a person standing in the middle of the road and a car was tearing down the 

road coming right at them, what would you do?  If you were any kind of decent human being, 

you’d yell and get their attention and perhaps even, if you could, run after them and throw them 

out of danger’s way.  How much worse a danger is hell?  To leave a person in this danger is the 

most selfish and hateful thing a person can do.  And if you’re afraid of losing them by lovingly 

showing them their fault, you really should be much more afraid of losing them for eternity. 
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Let us instead be vigilant together sharing Christ’s Word with each other and remaining in the 

One who is always watchful, Christ our Lord.  Christ was watchful on earth to do the Father’s 

will: to feed the thousands, to heal the sick and crippled, to forgive sinners, and to raise the dead.  

Even when He appeared to delay, like in the raising of Lazarus, or to be asleep, like when He 

was in the boat with His disciples, or to refuse to help, like in the saving of the Canaanite 

woman’s daughter, He was the vigilant one, while other panicked or doubted.  He did everything 

for the glory of God and the salvation of His people.  This should be a reminder that Christ is 

never sleeping when you call on Him, though He delays or even brings more challenges.  He is 

always ready to show the glory of God in you, to forgive you, strengthen you, and make you 

ready for salvation. 

 

God doesn’t want to be a robber to you.  I mean, He will come at an unexpected time, but He 

does not want to rob you of good.  He has arranged it so that He would come bearing gifts: to fill 

you, bless you, heal you, and give you His eternal kingdom.  The Master comes to be your 

servant.  Christ came to earth on Christmas to rob – not you – but sin and death and hell of its 

power.  After shedding His blood for our sins, the first thing Christ did the day of resurrection 

was to break into the house of hell.  He threw the devil against the wall and tore apart his house.  

He stripped Satan and his demons of their power and chained them in gloomy darkness to await 

their judgment.  Christ then ascended into heaven to keep watch over God’s house with all power 

and authority.  He sends legions of angels; He governs the wind and waves; He rules over every 

authority; He uses all things for the sake of His church.  Therefore, although this new year brings 

new challenges and sufferings and trials, you need not fear.  Christ the Lord is your Savior. 
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And He will help you be vigilant for the day of His coming by filling this house with His gifts.  

Through Baptism Christ stole you away from Satan’s kingdom and placed you in a kingdom that 

can’t be broken into.  Through Holy Absolution and the proclamation of the Gospel, your Old 

Adam is beaten down and robbed of his power.  And through Christ’s precious holy Body and 

Blood, death is cheated of its sting.  Remain in Christ and you have all of Christ’s plunder, a 

treasure that cannot be stolen. 

 

We had a problem once with neighbors in a house two doors down from mine who were dealing 

weapons and cocaine to gang members, which of course brought all kinds of violence and crime 

to the neighborhood.  The neighbors banded together against them, keeping watch on their 

movements, staying awake at night, even taking pictures, and reporting them to the police.  But 

they would only be in jail a few days and then released again.  The dealers retaliated by shooting 

in some of the neighbors’ car windows and such.  Thankfully no one was hurt.  Finally, the 

neighborhood went to a higher authority, our councilman.  My mother informed him that if these 

dealers were not taken away by the next morning, the whole neighborhood would picket in front 

of his house with signs saying that he supported drug dealers.  The dealers were evicted from 

their home by police the next morning.  Just like that our neighborhood was peaceful and happy 

again. 

 

How much more can we count on our highest authority, our heavenly Father who loves us, to rid 

us of all evil and keep us safe and secure until the day of His return?  Band together and seek the 

Lord and His kingdom.  Help each other turn from sin.  Encourage one another.  Take care of 



6 

 

each other’s needs.  Watch out for false teachings.  Fear no evil.  Suffer for Christ and be ready 

always to serve Him.  And joyfully anticipate Christ’s return, when He will come to serve you 

His heavenly banquet which will have no end. 

 

With Christ as your Savior, neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  You will have a new year full of 

grace and blessing.  Amen. 


