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These days we have rightly acknowledged 

the heroic work of doctors, nurses, 

caregivers, and emergency workers as 

they serve during this pandemic.  Of 

course, they are under normal 

circumstances on the front lines of 

disaster and disease and many, daily, risk 

their lives when they come into contact 

with patients, but we thank God for the 

additional sacrifices they are currently 

making.  Not only so, but those who never 

under normal circumstances receive 

recognition are being thanked – persons 

like delivery, grocery, restaurant, and 

other workers who have continued to 

serve us while most businesses were 

closed.  Jobs which were not considered 

desirable or honorable are receiving 

double honor.  As St. Paul describes the 

work of the Christian Church, but which 

also can apply in the world, “The parts of 

the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable, and on those parts of the 

body that we think less honorable we 

bestow the greater honor.”  We are all 

benefited by one another’s service, from 

the more highly skilled and paid jobs to 

the minimum wage service job.   
 

One distinction which, although it was 

perhaps necessary to make during this 

pandemic, we should be cautioned about 

making it in the future, is the distinction 

between “essential” and “non-essential” 

businesses.  The definition of “essential” 

has been the subject of debate.  After all, 

the doctor needs a properly working 

vehicle to take him to and from work.  He 

might need a computer technician to work 

on his broken laptop, fast food so that he 

can have a quick bite to eat before he 

continues working, and his church to give 

him a peaceful conscience and strength  

 

 

 

 

 

 

and blessing for his work.  Are hobbies or 

activities which give the doctor’s mind and 

body a break and allow him to return to 

work well-rested and rejuvenated non-

essential?  We have to recognize that 

while it might have been necessary for a 

short time to distinguish between what 

businesses must stay open and those that 

can close, this does not mean that they 

were necessarily “non-essential.”  
 

God does not create non-essential 

workers.  The Lord intricately knitted 

every human being in the womb and 

planned their days and their works  

(Psalm 139:13-16).  He uniquely created 

each person in His image to bless His 

creation and show His glory.  And when 

God sent His Son into the world to die for 

the sins of the world, He reconciled us to 

Himself to use the creation and the people 

He created to give us His blessing. 
 

Not only so, but everyone who believes 

and is baptized has died to sin and lives to 

Christ.  They are “God’s workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).  

We who know His love are uniquely 

enabled by the Spirit to love others as 

God has loved us.  This is a priceless gift 

which every Christian has to offer in 

whatever vocations God has given them.  

The world needs to know this love more 

than they need anything else.  Thus, all 

good works – since they are done in the 

same faith and sanctified by the same 

Holy Spirit, and share the same love of 

God – are equally pleasing to God and 

blessed by Him. 

 

(continued on pg.2) 
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Essential Workers      (continued from pg.1) 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in His suffering and death for you, 

confirmed that you are loved and important to Him 

whether you are at home or away; working, retired, or 

unemployed; young or old.  And Christ wishes that the 

whole world would know this.  That is your special calling 

– your essential business – for your family, friends, 

coworkers, and neighbors, that the love that Christ has 

from the Father would be in you and that God’s name 

would be made known through you (John 17:23-26).  

 

 

 
 

 
 

FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE . . . 
 

The sin of the world is paid for.  God’s Law has been kept 

perfectly on our behalf.  The prophecies have all been 

fulfilled.  Jesus Christ has finished it all!  And that, dear 

Christians, should fill us with complete confidence in our 

salvation.  Since Jesus has finished all these things in His 

self-sacrifice, we can be fully certain our sins are forgiven, 

and we have everlasting life!  
 

St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by 

the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual worship.” (Rom. 12:1)  
 

We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter.  “As you come to 

him, a living stone, rejected by men but in the sight of 

God chosen and precious, you yourselves, like living 

stones, are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 2:4-5) 
 

It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord, that He 

would come and purify His priestly people, that they may 

offer to Him an offering in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3) 
 

So, what does this mean?  In view of God’s mercies – that 

is, because Jesus sacrificed Himself to make us pure, 

giving His entire self into death – Paul said that we are to 

sacrifice ourselves entirely to God, offering Him our whole 

lives.  For our Savior did not give Himself for us in part. 

So, we do not give back to Him in part. 
 

We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday mornings 

or Wednesday evenings, for example.  Rather, we give 

Him our whole selves, all the time.  We understand that 

offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices involves the 

giving of our time.  It requires us to be faithful stewards  

 

of the time He has given us.  Yes, it means we devote to 

our Savior all our time.  Otherwise we are not sacrificing 

our whole lives. 
 

You see, God both teaches us, and has graciously 

qualified us, to present ourselves to Him as living 

sacrifices – to live as His holy priests, who offer Him 

acceptable sacrifices through Jesus Christ, all day, every 

day, in our various callings. 
 

In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we hear 

several examples of Christian self-sacrifice: serving, 

teaching, encouraging, giving, leading, showing mercy, 

living peaceably with others, submitting to governing 

authorities and those over us in the workplace, wives 

submitting to husbands, husbands honoring wives, 

showing compassion, and suffering patiently in doing 

good. 
 

In all these things, and in all our other everyday activities, 

we sacrifice ourselves by using our time, not just for our 

own benefit, but also and especially for the well-being of 

others.  Work time, school time, exercise time, study 

time, mealtime, chore time, recreation and relaxation 

time, even sleep time – it’s all God’s gift to us to use for 

purposes that please and honor Him. 
 

This challenges us to think about the 

way we spend our time, how we utilize 

our talents, and the way we spend our 

treasures.  Whatever it is I’m doing, am 

I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col. 3:23)  

Am I presenting God a living sacrifice?  

Am I conducting myself as a holy priest, 

whose sacrifice is acceptable to God? 
 

Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for us, we offer 

ourselves wholly to Him as living sacrifices.  This is 

following Jesus in self-sacrifice.  By His saving mercy, yes, 

our sacrifice is acceptable to God.  For the sake of Jesus’ 

finished work, God is pleased with us. 
 

- LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter Article / June 2020 

 

 

                        Immanuel’s next 
 

                        QUARTERLY 

                        VOTERS’ MEETING 
 

                       will be on 

                          TUESDAY, JUNE 9th 

                       at 7:00 PM 
 

In Fellowship Hall, with social distancing. 
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Our Calendar Page Is Back!   
 

You will see that our Quarterly Voters 

Meeting, council meeting, and committee 

meetings are scheduled once again.   
 

This is not to say that your 

board/committee must meet, but that  

you may meet if necessary. 
 

If your committee chooses 

to meet, please use the 

Fellowship Hall only, 

practicing social distancing 

and any other guidelines in 

place at the time of your 

meeting.    

 

 
 

 

 
      YOU CAN CHANGE A LIFE! 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    The need is constant. 

    The gratification is instant. 

    Give blood. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 

Thursday, June 11 

By appointment ONLY! 
( Walk-ins will be turned away. ) 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Fellowship Hall 

1237 E. Coolspring Ave. – Michigan City 
 

3 p.m. – 7 p.m. 
 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or go to 

redcrossblood.org to schedule your 

blood donation appointment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPDATE ! 
 

This summer, our VBS program, 

Rainforest Explorers, 

will take place online! 
 

We are excited that God has led us to find a 

new way to reach out to the children of our 

community to share the Gospel message. 
 

We are currently working with CPH to set up 

the online program that includes daily 

devotions, Bible lessons, music, crafts, and 

snack ideas.  Immanuel will provide families 

with all the materials they need to follow along 

with the online sessions. 
 

We still plan to kick off our VBS during the 

week of July 6, but we will keep you updated as 

we firm up the details.  All families with 

children ages 4-11 will receive a letter in the 

coming weeks with all the program information 

and registration options.  This information will 

also be posted on Immanuel’s website so 

members can share with others and invite them 

to participate. 
 

As always, we ask that you keep this important 

ministry in your prayers as we make our way 

through uncharted territory! 
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             Shepherds & Lambs 

                     The Sunday School 

                     Newsletter 

                            June 2020 
 

These times are sure different!!  We are 

missing the children in Sunday School.   

We have a plan in place to continue Sunday School from 

the internet as long as needed.  We will be taping our 

Sunday School time and it will be broadcast, available on 

YouTube, Immanuel’s Friends, on Sunday 

morning.  You may decide to watch it after 

“attending” church on the YouTube site, or 

it will be available any time during the 

week.  The children’s packet will be 

distributed the 1st Saturday of the month 

starting June 6, 1-2 p.m., when the 

bulletins are given out.  The packet will 

contain the lessons for a 4-week period.  We sure hope 

that the children will participate and enjoy this different 

learning opportunity!  
 

Last month we introduced part one 

of three articles on Teaching 

Children to Walk with God.  In case 

you missed it, we talked about children  

2-9 yrs. old.  This month we will focus on 

Pre-Teens/Adolescents, 10-14 yrs. old. 
 

Ah, Puberty!  Nothing shakes up a household quite like it.  

From age 10-14 your child is transitioning into physical 

adulthood—and consequently he is edging away from you 

and toward independence.  Adolescents respond to 

relationships, and parents still top the list despite what 

you may have been told.  It is a tricky road to maneuver 

though; tightening your grip is sure to backfire.  The 

following tips may help you navigate this age.  
 

1. Initiate rites of passage:  Spiritual Milestones from 

“Focus on the Family”.  It’s a great resource on 

this neglected subject. 

2. Show your children how to find answers for 

themselves in the Bible.  
3. Get involved with them in a God-centered youth 

ministry.  In this environment your middle 

school/junior high children can develop healthy 

friendships with peers and other adults while 

growing their faith. 

4. Discuss with them what we believe and why we 

believe it versus other faiths. 

5. Listen and talk more with them without having an 

agenda.  This will help keep your relationship 

open. 

 

 

6. Reflect God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy.  

Reflect God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy.  

Reflect God’s love, forgiveness, and mercy.  Get 

the point??  Don’t give up on them, this tedious 

age will pass.  Give them all the love and support 

you can! 

 

Resource:  Parents’ Guide to the Spiritual Growth of 

Children (Tyndale) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God protect you from harm!  We hope to see 

everyone very soon! 

--Lynette Johnston-Martin,  

Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                   

                       PLEASE NOTE:  We will have July 

                       & August issues of Gabriel’s Gazette 

this year to help provide updates as changes to our 

schedules and events unfold.  
  

The deadline to submit items for the July Gazette 
is Monday, June 1. 
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Just a Simple Prayer 
 

Sometimes just a simple prayer 

Can make a big difference in your life; 

It can spark some hope, inner peace, 

Through all the trials and strife. 

A prayer that’s whispered sincerely 

From the heart on bended knee 

Can paint such a colorful rainbow 

While the stormy clouds begin to flee. 

Prayer can move a mountain 

If we trust that God knows best. 

Perhaps instead He’ll give us strength 

To climb and meet the test. 

A simple prayer can lift us 

To heights we’ve never before seen, 

From the barrenness of desert 

To the meadows rich and green. 

Sometimes just a simple prayer 

Can swing open a closed door. 

Why, isn’t it exciting? 

God waits to give us so much more. 
 

Linda C. Grazulis 
 

--from Salesian Missions Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIMEON SQUARE IS NOW HIRING 
 

Simeon Square is looking for a new General 

Maintenance person.  This person should be able 

to fix toilets, take out carpet, and other general 

maintenance around Simeon Square.  Please 

contact Sarah Foltz at (219) 210-7664 for more 

information and to apply for this position.   

The position will begin at the end of June.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

HELP IS NEEDED AROUND 

THE CHURCH GROUNDS! 
 

Spring is here!  It may not feel like it, but grass is growing and 

weeds are thriving!  Help is needed to mow; pick up twigs from 

the birch trees that collect on the entryway, the sidewalk and 

parking lot; weeding in the garden, the inner courtyard, the 

perennial garden across the back of the parking lot, etc.  Back 

issues limit what some of us older folks can do, but we have been 

trying to keep up.  Please consider contributing a few hours to 

this ongoing effort to keep our church grounds beautiful.  It's a 

great social distancing activity that will be a great church 

contribution, and it can be done by helpers of any age.  Training 

as needed and equipment will be provided!  Please call the office 

or Bob or Janet Solum for more information.  Thank you! 

 


