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1 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest,       4 Your light to ev’ry thought impart, 

And make our hearts Your place of rest;      And shed Your love in ev’ry heart; 

Come with Your grace and heav’nly aid,      The weakness of our mortal state 

And fill the hearts which You have made.      With deathless might invigorate. 
 

2 To You, the Counselor, we cry,       5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

To You, the gift of God Most High;       And Your abiding peace bestow; 

The fount of life, the fire of love,       With You as our protecting guide, 

The soul’s anointing from above.       No evil can with us abide 
 

3 In You, with graces sevenfold,       6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

We God’s almighty hand behold       And You, from both, as Three in One 

While You with tongues of fire proclaim      That we Your name may ever bless 

To all the world His holy name.       And in our lives the truth confess. 
 

         7 Praise we the Father and Son, 

         And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

         And may the Son on us bestow 

         The gifts that from the Spirit flow!  Amen. 
 

Since we learned about sequence hymns in the last Gazette article, I thought it would be 

good to describe the one used for Pentecost: “Veni Creator Spiritus,” or as we know it, 

“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest.”  This hymn is indeed one of our most ancient, though 

we do not know for sure its source.  Hrabanus Maurus (ca. 780-856 AD) seems to be the 

favorite of most modern scholars.  It became easily, along with the Te Deum (see Lutheran 

Service Book p. 223), the favorite hymn of the Christian Church throughout history.  It is 

often used for the feast of Pentecost, ordinations, and in England, coronations.  Martin 

Luther translated all seven stanzas into German and composed a more syllabic musical 

setting (less chant-like) to make it easier for congregations to sing.  In our hymnal we 

have both syllabic and chant versions in LSB hymns 498 and 499. 
 

Each hymn stanza is a prayer to the Holy Spirit.  In the first stanza, we pray that the Holy 

Spirit, who hovered over the waters of creation (Gen. 1:2) giving life and breath, would 

come to rest in our hearts, filling them with God’s grace.   
 

In stanza 2 we pray to the Spirit as our Counselor (Latin and Greek: Paraclete –  

John 14:16; 15:26).  In the Latin hymn it says He is the fount of life, fire, and love.  When 

we think of fount, we think of the font, our baptism, in which we are filled with new life in 

the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).  We think of fire in the promise of John the Baptist,  

“He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Matt. 3:11) and on Pentecost 

(Acts 2:3).  This is the fire which judges and purifies.  For believers, our sins are burned up 

on Christ Crucified, and we are made holy to God.  He is the fount of love, because through 

Him we come to know and have God’s love, a love which also overflows from us to our 

neighbor (Rom. 5:5).  Finally, He is the one who anoints our souls (1 John 2:20).  The One 

who anointed Jesus in the river Jordan (John 1:32-33), makes us God’s appointed and holy 

priesthood, with access to His grace for ourselves and also for our neighbor as we share 

that love. 

(continued on pg.2)
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“Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” 
 

(continued from pg.1) 
 

This leads us to stanza 3, in which we are given the 

sevenfold gifts of the Spirit from Isaiah 11:2: wisdom, 

understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the 

Lord, and piety (piety is in the Greek and Latin versions of 

the Old Testament).  When we see these gifts manifested, 

we are beholding the power of God’s salvation.  The 

power is not in ourselves, but comes though the 

preaching of God’s name (Matt. 28:18-20). 
 

In stanza 4, our hearts, which are by nature powerless 

against temptation and evil, we pray would be 

enlightened by the Spirit with God’s powerful love so that 

we are given new life and strength (John 1:5; 8:12). 
 

In order to keep this new life, we need the Spirit’s 

protection.  And so, in stanza 5, we pray for His 

deliverance from Satan and his host, who desire to fill us 

with such fear and doubt that we fall away from our great 

Protector (1 Tim. 1:14).  It is the peace of the Spirit in the 

Gospel of the Jesus Christ which sets our hearts at rest 

and expels our foe so that he must give up and flee  

(Phil. 4:7). 
 

Ultimately, our salvation, hope, and joy are in knowing 

and believing our Triune God and the truth of His 

salvation (John 15:26), which we pray for in stanza 6, 

followed by our praise of the Trinity in the 7th and 

doxological stanza. 
 

Celebrate Pentecost with the singing of this hymn on  

May 23!  May God’s Spirit be always with you! 

 

 

 

 
YOU CAN CHANGE A LIFE! 

 

 

 

    The need is constant. 

    The gratification is instant. 

    Give blood. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE - Thursday, May 27 
3 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

 

By appointment ONLY! 
( Walk-ins will be turned away. ) 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall 
1237 E. Coolspring Ave. – Michigan City 

 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or go to 
redcrossblood.org to schedule your 

blood donation appointment.  

 

ALTAR GUILD SERVICE 

 

Just as you prepare your home for 

a special event, Altar Guild works 

with Pastor and the Elders to 

prepare the Sanctuary for worship.  

Most of our work is done behind 

the scenes.  Our visible work is 

noticed when the  colors of the Paraments change with 

the seasons of the church year.  We have the privilege 

of maintaining and caring for the most holy items in 

God's house - the sacred vessels and Altar linens.  Altar 

Guild duties are not only rich in tradition, they are 

meant to honor God and enhance worship. 
 

This quiet act of service is  pleasant and reverent. Some 

of our members serve for 30-40 years, until they 

eventually retire and become Honorary Members.  Does 

serving in this way interest you?  You can ask any Altar 

Guild member for information or come to our next 

quarterly meeting on June 17, at 6:30 pm.  We work 

in teams and new members are always paired up with 

an experienced member.  We hope you will consider 

Altar Guild service. 

 

 

Spring has arrived at Immanuel! 
 

Enjoy the flowers 

now blooming in 

the garden on the 

back side of the 

parking lot, and 

also the flowers 

coming up in the 

courtyard!  We now 

have a beautiful 

green space where 

you can come and 

sit and enjoy the fresh air.  The courtyard was designed 

to be used, so we hope you will do more than look out 

the window at it!  If you have a small group meeting, 

consider using the courtyard if the weather permits.  

There are some benches on the deck, and a beautiful 

table/bench set donated in memory of Bill & Doris Leffler 

and Ray & Lois Dobkins.  The sun shade will be 

reinstalled soon. 
 

If you would like to help with the upkeep of Immanuel’s 

courtyards and garden, it would be much appreciated. 

Help with watering or weeding is especially needed 

during the warm summer months.  Let Janet Solum 

know if you are interested.  Even a very small modest 

commitment makes a big difference! 
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FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE . . . 
 

St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one 

who is taught the word share all 

good things with the one who 

teaches” (Gal. 6:6).  And again, he 

says: “Do you not know that those 

who are employed in the temple 

service get their food from the temple, and those who 

serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings?  In the 

same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim 

the gospel should get their living by the gospel”  

(1 Cor. 9:13–14).  In other words, ministers of the Gospel 

are supported by the offerings of those who are served by 

them.  
 

And this is how the church lives even now.  It is standard 

practice.  But this deserves closer examination.  For it 

instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we  

are to give.  And it does so with four little words: “In the 

same way …”  
 

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers 

of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of individual 

members on the example of the Old Testament people 

who supported the Levites with their offerings and 

sacrifices.  We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the 

same way.”  But how did the Old Testament people 

support the Levites?  
 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your 

seed that comes from the field year by year.  And before 

the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to 

make his name dwell there, you shall eat the tithe of your 

grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of 

your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord 

your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23).  The Levites were 

supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of 

that which was harvested. 

 

 

 

Does that seem like a lot?  Does it surprise you that  

St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New 

Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?”  If it does, 

ask yourself: Is the church’s job in the New Testament 

bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old 

Testament?  Back then, there was one Temple, and the 

ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation 

among the descendants of Abraham.  In Matthew 28, 

Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there 

are churches and ministries all around the world!  How 

could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything 

less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament 

ministry? 
 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received 

more than those in the Old Testament.  We have received 

the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His 

salvation, and the fulfillment of everything that God 

promised to do.  For we have received Christ, God’s own 

Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in 

exchange gave us his righteousness.  The Father claimed 

us as his own in Holy Baptism.  He gathers us together in 

the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits 

of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of 

His Son – our Lord Jesus.  He reminds us that we are His, 

that all things are ours because we belong to Him.  He 

blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  
 

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine 

goodness and mercy – we gladly give to those who 

proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out 

of darkness and into his marvelous light.”  For once we 

were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we 

had not received mercy, but now we have indeed  

(1 Peter 2:9–10).  

- LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter, May 2021 

 

 

 

 

        Courtyard 

   Memorial Bricks 
 

We will be taking memorial brick orders through the 

month of May for installation around the cross in the 

courtyard.  If you would like to order a brick, the cost 

is $40, and checks can be made out to Immanuel.  

Please use the order forms on the round table in the 

Gathering Place.  Order forms with checks may be put 

in the office mailbox or in Janet and Bob Solum’s 

mailbox. 
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          Shepherds & Lambs 
                     The Sunday School 

                     Newsletter 
                            May 2021 
 

 

Happy Mother’s and Father’s Day!! 

 

During the months of May and June we pay special 

attention to our Mothers and Fathers.  God has given us 

the awesome gift of children as we raise them to be 

followers of Jesus.  May God bless you as you guide your 

children, grandchildren, and youth to know our Savior. 
 

Car companies make them, self-help books make them, 

appliance companies, etc. make them.  PROMISES, that 

is!  We hope we can avoid trouble and instead experience 

wondrous realities as a result of buying their products. 

Sometimes their promises come through and sometimes 

they don’t.  We, too, make promises that we don’t always 

come through with.  Yet, our Lord’s promises will carry us 

through when our courage and wisdom falter: 
 

• “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20). 

• “[God’s] hand will guide me” (Psalm 139:10). 

• “Those who hope in the LORD will renew their 

strength” (Isaiah 40:31). 
 

God’s promises affect every area of a believer’s life.  We 

cling to these promises as our lifeline through life’s 

turbulent challenges.  But nowhere do we need our 

heavenly Father’s assurances more than when we parent 

the children God has given to us.  “If only they came with 

an instruction book!”  You’ve probably heard this parental 

lament before.  Or perhaps you’ve even cried out the 

same words in dismay yourself.  As a recent book title 

proclaimed, Parenting Isn’t for Cowards.  It is both a  

day-by-day calling from God and a lifelong commitment.  
 

Parenting skills honed on one child will not necessarily 

work in the same way on the next child.  Pressures from 

the culture intensify on almost a daily basis as our society 

descends into ever lower standards of godlessness.  

Often, those around us ridicule Christian character and 

discourage us from showing Jesus’ love to others.  It’s so 

important to keep Jesus’ promises in our hearts as we 

 

parent.  These promises stir up confidence in our hearts. 

These promises bring comfort and forgiveness for today 

and hope for tomorrow.  These promises will carry us 

through when parenting grows difficult, and they will 

stimulate our joy when things go well.  May the promises 

of God encourage you as you parent today and always. 
 

Let’s Pray: Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of family—for 

gifts of parents and children.  Comfort and encourage all 

parents in the confidence that your every promise is “yes” 

in Jesus and his cross.  Help us cling more tightly to your 

Word, relying on it in our every need.  When our grip on 

you fails, remind us that you always hold on to us—in 

unrelenting love and compassion.  We pray in Jesus’ 

name.  Amen. 
 

God’s blessings on your parenting!! 
 

A special Thank You to Deb Topolski 

for taking over for me this winter.  I 

appreciate her support of our program,  

along with our valuable staff.  Thanks! 
 

Lynette Johnston, 

Superintendent 
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Trivia Night is back and we’re looking for a large 

number of players.  Gather in the Fellowship Hall at 

7:00 p.m. on Friday, May 21st.  Cost is $10.00 per 

player.  Pizza, pop, and water will be provided, but 

feel free to bring your own snacks.  COVID protocols 

will be in place as is necessary.  Proceeds will go to 

help Dale Huhnke’s mission trip AND to Jennifer 

Piening’s Braille Reader.  Teams should be 6-8 per 

table.  Bring lots of friends and Family.  Come join 

us!  Call Mark Kline if you have any questions. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
JULY 26-30 

8:30 – 11:30 AM 
For children ages 4-11 

(or just finished 5th grade) 
 

“He has done marvelous things!” –Psalm 98:1 
 

OUR GOD CAN MAKE THE IMPOSSIBLE 

POSSIBLE! 

He does marvelous things! 
 

A science lab conducts experiments that explain 

how things are possible.  In Jesus’ ministry, He 

did things that are impossible.  His greatest 

miracle of all was dying on the cross and rising 

from the dead for our salvation.  At God’s 

Wonder Lab, discover that Jesus does the 

impossible for us. 
 

Our enrollment is limited to 50 students this year 

so that we can follow pandemic safety guidelines, 

and pre-registration is required.  You can use the 

enclosed registration form or register online at 

immanuelmc.com and click on the VBS box.   

One form is needed for EACH child. 

 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS UPDATE  
 

The Men’s Network Bible Study Class 

meets once a month on the first 

Saturday at 8:00 a.m.  On May 1st they 

will begin a new series, The Truth Project by Focus on 

the Family.  This is a 12 lesson DVD small group 

study designed to equip believers with a 

comprehensive biblical overview.  The lessons discuss 

in detail God’s design for living out the Christian 

beliefs in daily life and the ways for us to marry our 

daily actions to our core beliefs.  Please join us as we 

begin this study. 

 

 

VBS NEEDS LIST – CAN YOU HELP? 

PLEASE VISIT THE VBS TABLE TO LET US KNOW 
 

Plans are still in development, but here is our 

current list of needed items.  If you can lend us 

an item, please put your name on it and we will 

return it when VBS is over.  Watch the weekly 

bulletin for updates, or check the VBS table in 

the Gathering Place.   

 

PROPS & DECORATING NEEDS 

Our decorating theme is a science lab. 
 

 Large pictures or 3D figures of beakers, microscopes, 

   atoms, clipboard, lab goggles, lab coat, periodic table, etc. 

 Scotch tape, masking tape, duct tape 

 1 or 2 lab coats 

 Lab goggles 

 

CRAFT NEEDS 
 

 Suncatcher paints 8-color-pot strips (10 strips needed)  

 Craft sand – purple, neon orange, neon green 

 Colored tissue paper pre-cut small squares (1 pkg. needed)  

 Small suction cup hooks (50 needed) 

 Assorted color permanent markers 

 Wax paper (3 rolls needed) 

 Baby wipes  

 

ADDITIONAL NEEDS 
 

 Ziploc sandwich bags, quart-size, for daily snacks & student 

   tools pouch (500 needed)           

 Napkins (500 needed)    

 Paper lunch bags for daily take-home items (300 needed) 

 Hand sanitizer – enough to place throughout the building     

 Sanitizing spray for tabletops, fixtures, and door handles 

 Paper Towels    

 Painters Tape to mark floor positions throughout the 

   building    

 Plastic containers with lids – shoe box size  
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 Ascension Day 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

        May 13       May 23 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  The deadline to  submit items for the June Gazette is Monday, May 3. 

                                                 There will not be July or August issues of Gabriel’s Gazette, so be sure  
                                                  to get all your summer news in now. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL                              IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
JULY 26-30, 2021                               1237 E. COOLSPRING AVE. 
8:30-11:30 a.m.                                MICHIGAN CITY, IN  46360 

(219) 872-4419 
For Ages 4 – 11  
(or just completed 5th grade)  

 
 

 

 

 

Registration Form 
(one form for each child, please) 

 

Child’s Name _______________________________________________________  

Birth Date _______________________ Age_____________ Grade just completed______________________ 

Names of Siblings Attending VBS _____________________________________________________________ 

Parents’ Names __________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone _________________________________ Cell Phone __________________________________ 

Email  _________________________________ Church Home _____________________________________ 

Emergency Contact_________________________________________ Relationship ____________________ 

Phone ______________________________________ Cell Phone __________________________________ 

Food Allergies _______________________________________ _____________________________________ 

Medical Allergies or Conditions _______________________________________________________________ 

People who may pick up the child _____________ _______________________ _ ________________________ 

I permit my child’s name and food allergy to be posted for VBS staff to see.   Yes ____ No ____ NA ____ 

VBS leaders have permission to photograph/film the minor(s) designated above in any manner or form for any 

lawful purpose associated with this VBS program.         Yes ____ No ____ 
 

By signing, I agree that my child has my permission to attend and participate in God’s Wonder Lab VBS program, 

July 26-30, 2021.    
 

Parent Signature _________________________________________ Date ________________  
 

You can also register online at immanuelmc.com and click on the VBS box. 
 

PLEASE SUBMIT REGISTRATION FORM BY MONDAY, JULY 19. 
 
 
 

Teachers, mark daily attendance here:     1   2   3   4   5 
 


